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LARGE VICTORIAN SCOTTISH DENDRITIC MOSS AGATE CASKET

AFINE LARGE VICTORIAN SCOTTISH DENDRITIC MOSS AGATE CASKET WITH GILDED SILVER MOUNTS SET WITH GEMS OF
AVETHYST GARNET PERIDOT AND TURQUOISE
CIRCA 1860
SIZE: 11.5CMHIGH, 13CMWIDE, 9CMDEEP - 472 INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE, 3'2INS DEEP

LITERATURE

HAMILTON PALACE IS LOCATED NORTH EAST OF HAMILTON IN LANARKSHIRE AND WAS THE SEAT OF THE DUKES OF
HAMILTON. IT WAS DEMOLISHED IN 1927 AS ARESULT OF DANGEROUS SUBSIDENCE CAUSED BY THE REMOVAL OF COAL
BENEATH THE HOUSE. TO TRY AND FORESTALL ITS DEMSE, THE 12TH DUKE OF HAMLTON SOLD THE CONTENTS OF THE

HOUSE IN 1882 AND THIS CASKET WAS ONE OF THE LOTS. ANOTHER WAS ALOUIS XIV ARMOIRE WHICH IS NOW IN THE
LOUVRE MUSEUM, PARIS.

MOSS AGATE DOES NOT HAVE BANDING AND CAN BE WHITE OR GREY WITH BROVWN, BLACK OR GREEN MOSS OR TREE
LIKE DENDRITIC INCLUSIONS, SUGGESTIVE OF VEGETABLE GROWTH. THESE DENDRITES ARE NOT ORGANIC, BUT
INCLUSIONS OF OTHER MINERALS MOST OFTEN IRON OR MANGANESE OXIDES. AGATE IS FOUND WORLDWIDE, BUT
SCOTLAND IS APROLIFIC SOURCE WHICH PRODUCES INTERESTING VARIETIES.

THE SALES CATALOGUE FOR 1791 OF THE MNERALS DEALER LE BRUN DESCRIBES AGATES ‘THAT SHOW DENDRITES
SOME IN THE FORM OF BUSHES COMPOSED OF BRANCHES THAT DIVIDE INTO AN INFINITY OF VERY FINELY AND
ELEGANTLY DRAVWN RAMIFICATIONS, OTHERS REPRESENTING TREE TRUNKS IN STRONGER LINES AND DARKER
COLOURS WITH AFEW LEAFLESS BRANCHES’ AND HE NOTES THAT HIS COLLECTORS WERE PARTICULARLY FOND OF
‘TREE AGATE'.



