
RARE LARGE NAUTILUS SHELL INDIAN MUGHAL GUJARATI GUNPOWDER FLASK ‘BARUTDAN’
A RARE LARGE NAUTILUS SHELL INDIAN MUGHAL GUJARATI GUNPOWDER FLASK ‘BARUTDAN’ THE COILED SHELL

OVERLAID WITH ARCHITECTURAL RELIEFS IN MOTHER OF PEARL SET WITH BRASS PINS THE TOP INLAID IN A PETAL
SHAPE WITH RED MASTIC THE NOZZLE FORMED FROM SIX WAVED MOON SHELLS 

TWO BRASS ATTACHMENTS TO THE SIDE FOR A BELT LOOP 
THE WOOD STOPPER A REPLACEMENT 

PROBABLY MADE FOR THE INTERNAL MUGHAL MARKET
17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 18.5CM HIGH, 16CM WIDE, 11.5CM DEEP - 7¼ INS HIGH, 6¼ INS WIDE, 4½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

FIREARMS INTRODUCED TO THE SUBCONTINENT OF INDIA BY MUSLIM ARMIES IN THE 16TH CENTURY CHANGED
FOREVER THE WAYS IN WHICH INDIANS FOUGHT BATTLES AND HUNTED. THESE NEW WEAPONS ALSO PROVIDED INDIAN

CRAFTSMEN WITH A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR REMARKABLE ABILITY TO EMBELLISH AND ADORN.
NOWHERE IS THIS SKILL MORE EVIDENT THAN IN THESE NATURALISTIC AND HIGHLY DECORATIVE, BUT FUNCTIONING

POWDER HORNS.
THE SHELLS OF THE NAUTILUS HAVE BEEN USED IN THE DECORATIVE ARTS FOR CENTURIES AND THE GUJARATI

ARTISANS FOUND IT A PARTICULARLY APPEALING MATERIAL. THE PEARLY LAYERS OF THE SHELL LEND THEMSELVES TO
DELICATE SCULPTING AND CARVING AND ALTHOUGH AN ESSENTIAL HUNTING ACCESSORY, CARRYING CHARGE

POWDER FOR A MUSKET, THE EXOTICISM OF THE MATERIAL ENRICHED THE FASHIONABLE ATTIRE WORN BY THE NOBLES
OF THE MUGHAL COURT.

 


