
IMPRESSIVE ANCIENT ROMAN EASTERN EMPIRE CARVED MARBLE FIGURE OF AN IMPERIAL EAGLE
AN IMPRESSIVE ANCIENT ROMAN EASTERN EMPIRE CARVED MARBLE FIGURE OF AN IMPERIAL EAGLE WITH LARGE

TALONS AND DETAILED HEAVY FEATHERING 
THE HEAD NOW MISSING

PROBABLY FROM A FUNERARY MONUMENT
1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 40CM HIGH, 30CM WIDE, 22CM DEEP - 15¾ INS HIGH, 11¾ INS WIDE, 8¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE EAGLE WAS OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE TO THE ROMAN ARMY AND THE SYMBOL OF AN EAGLE WAS INTRODUCED BY
MARIUS AS THE STANDARD OF A ROMAN LEGION. CARRIED ON A POLE BY THE AQUILIFER OR EAGLE BEARER A SILVER, OR
UNDER THE EMPIRE, A GOLDEN EAGLE ITS WINGS SPREAD OUT AND WITH A THUNDERBOLT BETWEEN ITS TALONS LED
THE FORCE. IN BATTLE IT WAS BORNE ON THE RIGHT WING OF THE LEGION AND FROM THE TIME OF AUGUSTUS IT BORE
THE NAME AND NUMBER OF THE LEGION, AND A FLAG AND OTHER ORNAMENTS SUCH AS MEDALLIONS WITH PORTRAITS
OF EMPERORS AND GENERALS WERE FIXED BENEATH IT. UNDER THE REPUBLIC, DURING PERIODS OF PEACE, IT WAS
PRESERVED IN A SMALL CHAPEL BESIDE THE PRAETORIUM WHERE IT WAS HELD IN RELIGIOUS VENERATION BY THE

SOLDIERS AND REGARDED BY THEM AS AFFORDING SANCTUARY.
THE GOD JUPITER’S PRIMARY SACRED ANIMAL IS THE EAGLE WHICH HELD PRECEDENCE OVER ALL BIRDS IN THE TAKING

OF AUSPICES. THE EAGLE WAS THE GOD’S PERSONAL MESSENGER AND CARRIED THE YOUTH GANYMEDE TO MOUNT
OLYMPUS WHERE HE SERVED AS JUPITER’S CUP BEARER. AS A SYMBOL OF JUPITER’S AUTHORITY, A LIVE CAPTIVE EAGLE

WOULD BE SET FREE DURING THE CONSECRATION OF AN EMPEROR. BY FLYING HIGH INTO THE AIR, THE EAGLE WAS
BELIEVED TO CARRY THE SOUL OF THE DEIFIED EMPEROR TO HEAVEN. THUS SECURING HIM A PLACE AMONGST THE

GODS.

 


