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ARARE PAIR OF LATE GOTHIC ENGLISH ‘POPPY HEAD CARVED OAK PEW ENDS

ARARE PAR OF LATE GOTHIC ENGLISH ‘POPPY HEAD CARVED OAK PEW ENDS ONE WITH THREE BISHOPS WEARING
THEIR MTRES SYMBOLIC OF THE TRINITY ACACIALEAVES CARVED TO THE REVERSE

THE OTHER CARVED WITH FOLIATE ACANTHUS

PROBABLY SUFFOLK

OLD WORN SMOOTH POLISHED BROWN PATINA

ENGLAND

CIRCA 1450

SIZE: 44CMHIGH, 36CMWIDE, 5.5CMDEEP - 17%4INS HIGH, 1474 INS WIDE, 2%4 INS DEEP AND 44CMHIGH, 37CMWIDE,
6.5CMDEEP - 1774 INS HIGH, 14%2INS WIDE, 2'2INS DEEP

ARARE PAR OF LATE GOTHIC ENGLISH ‘POPPY HEAD CARVED OAK PEW ENDS ONE WITH THREE BISHOPS WEARING
THEIR MTRES SYMBOLIC OF THE TRINITY ACACIALEAVES CARVED TO THE REVERSE

THE OTHER CARVED WITH FOLIATE ACANTHUS

PROBABLY SUFFOLK

OLD WORN SMOOTH POLISHED BROVWN PATINA

ENGLAND



CIRCA1450

SIZE: 44CMHIGH, 36CMWIDE, 5.5CMDEEP - 1774 INS HIGH, 14" INS WIDE, 2" INS DEEP AND 44CMHIGH, 37CMWIDE,
6.5CMDEEP - 17%4INS HIGH, 1472 INS WIDE, 2'2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

CHURCHES WERE NOT COMVIONLY FURNISHED WITH PERMANENT PEWS BEFORE THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION. THE
RISE OF THE SERMON AS ACENTRAL ACT OF WORSHIP ESPECIALLY IN PROTESTANTISM MADE THE PEW ASTANDARD
ITEMOF CHURCH FURNITURE. IN SOME CHURCHES THEY WERE INSTALLED AT THE EXPENSE OF THE CONGREGATES
AND WERE THEIR PERSONAL PROPERTY, SO THAT THERE WAS NO PUBLIC SEATING IN THE CHURCH. IN THESE
CHURCHES PEW DEEDS RECORDED TITLE TO THE PEW AND WERE USED TO CONVEY THEM UNDER THIS SYSTEMTHEY
WERE ORIGINALLY PURCHASED FROM THE CHURCH AND THE PURCHASE PRICE WENT TO THE COSTS OF BUILDINGIT.
OWNERSHIP OF THE PEWS COULD SOMETIMES BE CONTROVERSIAL AND NOTICES DECLARING THAT THEY WERE TO BE
FREE IN PERPETUITY WERE ERECTED AS ACONDITION OF BUILDING GRANTS. PEWS WERE INHERITED, BUT
PRESTIGIOUS SEATING COULD BE AWARDED TO THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED LARGE SUMS TO THE UPKEEP OF THE
CHURCH. CERTAIN AREAS WERE CONSIDERED TO BE MORE DESIRABLE THAN OTHERS AS THEY MGHT OFFER ABETTER
VIEW OF SERVICES AND SERMONS OR MGHT MAKE AN INDIVIDUAL OR FAMLY MORE PROMNENT AND MSIBLE TO THE
CONGREGATION. AS ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH WAS THEN ALEGAL REQUIREMENT, THE ALLOCATION OF PEWS OFFERED
APUBLIC VISUALISATION OF THE LOCAL PARISH'S SOCIAL HIERARCHY.

THE CROWNING FEATURE OF THE PEW IN MANY SUFFOLK CHURCHES IN THE 15TH CENTURY WAS THE ‘POPPY OR
‘POUPEE’ HEAD CARVED TO EACH END EITHER IN THE FORMOF ATREFOIL WITH CLOSE KNIT FOLIAGE OR WITH FIGURES
OR ANIMALS OF ALLEGORICAL SIGNIFICANCE. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE THREE FIGURES WEARING MITRES COULD BE
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ARCHBISHOPS OF LONDON, YORK AND CANTERBURY.
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