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LITERATURE

NATURAL DISCIPLINE IS INHERENT IN THE NATURE OF SEAFARING AND COMMON TO SHIPS AND SEAMAN EVERYWHERE.
IT OWED ALMOST NOTHING TO THE AUTHORITY OF OFFICERS AND ALMOST EVERYTHING TO THE COLLECTIVE

UNDERSTANDING OF SEAMAN. A SHIP AT SEA UNDER SAIL DEPENDED UTTERLY ON DISCIPLINED TEAMWORK AND ANY
SEAMEN KNEW WITHOUT THINKING THAT AT SEA ORDERS HAD TO BE OBEYED FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL. THIS WAS NOT A

MATTER OF UNQUESTIONING OBEDIENCE, FOR THOSE WORKING ALOFT IN THE SAILS IN PARTICULAR HAD TO EXERCISE A
GREAT DEAL OF INITIATIVE, BUT OF INTELLIGENT CO-OPERATION IN SURVIVAL.

THIS NAVAL DISCIPLINE RESTED ON UNSTATED CONSENT, NOT FORCE, AND WITH COMPETITIVE SPORTS SUCH AS
BOXING, SHIP’S CAPTAINS AND NAVY COMMANDERS FELT THAT THEY MADE PHYSICAL CONDITIONING MORE PLEASANT
THAN COMPULSORY DRILLS WHICH WERE ENGAGED IN HALF HEARTEDLY AND CONSIDERED BY THE SAILORS TO BE

MORE WORK THAN PLAY.
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN BOXING CHANGED HANDS RAPIDLY WITH SAILOR ‘CHAMPEENS’ SPRINGING UP OVERNIGHT HAVING

BESTED ALL COMERS IN THEIR OWN SHIP. SHIP’S BOXERS ALSO GAVE EXHIBITIONS AND COMPETED IN BOXING MATCHES
ASHORE WHENEVER POSSIBLE, AND IT WAS THOUGHT THAT SUCH BOUTS DID MUCH TO PUBLICISE THE NAVY AMONGST

YOUNG MEN.

 


