Finch & C°

ALASKAN YUPIK LOWER YUKON RIVER CARVED SPRUCEWOOD SALMON CLUB OR PRIEST ‘ANAUTAQ’ IN THE FORM OF A SEAL

AN ALASKAN YUPIK LOWER YUKON RIVER CARVED SPRUCEWOOD SALMON CLUB OR PRIEST ‘ANAUTAQ' IN THE FORMOF
ASEAL
AWEDGE OF IRON UNDER THE HEAD TO WEIGHT THE PRIEST
THE EYES ONCE INLAID
FINE OLD SMOOTH LIGHT BROWN PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3CMHIGH, 20CMLONG, 5CMWIDE - 174 INS HIGH, 8 INS LONG, 2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE GREATEST CHALLENGE TO THE ESKIMOS' SURMIVAL WAS NOT THE COLD, BUT THE DIFFICULTY OF OBTAINING FOOD
AND TO CATCH THE AVAILABLE GAVE IN APOLAR ENVIRONMENT REQUIRED CONSIDERABLE INGENUITY AND EFFORT.
SEALS ARE ESPECIALLY GOOD ‘CATCHERS’ OF FISH AND BY FASHIONING APRIEST IN THE FORMOF ASEAL THE HUNTER
WOULD HOPE TO GAIN THE ANIMAL AS AHELPING SPIRIT.

SEVERAL SPECIES OF SALMON ASCEND THE RIVERS OF THE BERING SEACOAST FROMJUNE TO OCTOBER, AND OWING
TO THEIR GREAT NUMBERS THEY CONSTITUTED ALARGE AND RELATIVELY STABLE FOOD AND OIL RESOURCE. CAUGHT
IN GILL NETS THE SALMON WOULD BE QUICKLY DISPATCHED WITH APRIEST, AND THEN DRIED OR FROZEN FOR USE IN
THE LEAN SEASONS WHEN THERE WAS LITTLE ELSE FOR PEOPLE TO EAT. IN THE AREA OF THE LOWER YUKON EIGHTY
PER CENT OF THE PEOPLES ANNUAL FOOD SUPPLY WAS DERIVED FROMFISH. THE ECONOMY OF THE VILLAGES WAS
BASED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON HARVESTING HUGE QUANTITIES OF SALMON AND OTHER SALTWATER FISH THAT
ENTERED THE RIVER EACH SUMMER TO SPAWN. HOWEVER, ALMOST EVERY PART OF THE FISH WAS USED, EVEN THE
SKIN OF THE SALMON WAS CAREFULLY DRIED AND SEWN INTO CLOTHING, BAGS AND POUCHES.



