
FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY TRIPTYCH DEPICTING THE FRENCH FLEET ENGAGED IN A NAVAL BATTLE
A FINE FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY TRIPTYCH DEPICTING THE FRENCH FLEET ENGAGED IN A NAVAL BATTLE WITH

DETAILED MINIATURE SCENES OF THE SHIP’S CREW BROKEN SAILS GUNPOWDER CLOUDS SMALL BOATS AND
DROWNING MEN 

PROBABLY DEPICTING THE BATTLE OF BÉVÉZIERS (BEACHY HEAD) IN JULY 1690 DURING THE NINE YEARS WAR 
THE SCENE SHOWN IN SILHOUETTED RELIEF WHEN HELD BEFORE LIGHT 

AFTER AN ENGRAVING BY JEAN ANTOINE THÉODORE DE GUDIN ‘BATTLE OF BEACHY HEAD’
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 14CM HIGH, 9CM WIDE, 1.5CM DEEP - 5½ INS HIGH, 3½ WIDE, ½ DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE EIGHT HOUR BATTLE OF BÉVÉZIERS OR BEACHY HEAD NEAR EASTBOURNE WAS A NAVAL ENGAGEMENT FOUGHT ON
THE 10TH JULY 1690 AND WAS THE GREATEST FRENCH TACTICAL NAVAL VICTORY OVER THEIR ENGLISH AND DUTCH
OPPONENTS DURING THE NINE YEARS WAR. THE DUTCH LOST SIX SHIPS OF THE LINE AND THREE FIRE SHIPS. THEIR

ENGLISH ALLIES LOST ONE SHIP, BUT THE FRENCH DID NOT LOSE A SINGLE VESSEL. CONTROL OF THE ENGLISH
CHANNEL TEMPORARILY FELL INTO FRENCH HANDS, BUT VICE ADMIRAL TOURVILLE FAILED TO PURSUE THE ALLIED
FLEET WITH SUFFICIENT VIGOUR, ALLOWING IT TO ESCAPE TO THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER THAMES. SUBSEQUENTLY

CRITICISED FOR NOT FOLLOWING UP THE VICTORY, HE WAS RELIEVED OF HIS COMMAND. THE ENGLISH ADMIRAL
TORRINGTON DID NOT FAIR MUCH BETTER. HE HAD STRONGLY ADVISED AGAINST ENGAGING THE SUPERIOR FRENCH

FLEET, BUT HAD BEEN OVERRULED BY QUEEN MARY AND HER MINISTERS WHO ISSUED A DIRECT ORDER TO DO BATTLE.
HE WAS COURT MARTIALED FOR HIS GENERAL RELUCTANCE, DEFEATISM AND PERFORMANCE DURING THE BATTLE AND

ALTHOUGH LATER ACQUITTED, HE WAS DISMISSED FROM THE SERVICE BY KING WILLIAM.

 


