
PAIR OF SOUTH INDIAN TAMIL NADU SILVER 'VANKI' UPPER ARM ORNAMENTS
A PAIR OF SOUTH INDIAN TAMIL NADU SILVER 'VANKI' UPPER ARM ORNAMENTS DECORATED WITH IMAGES OF KRISHNA

AMIDST FANTASTICAL PEACOCKS AND SCROLLING FOLIAGE
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 12CM HIGH, 6.5CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP - 4¾ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

STONE SCULPTURES FROM THE 12TH CENTURY DEMONSTRATE THE CONTINUITY OF THE ANCIENT FORMS OF
JEWELLERY MADE IN THE SOUTH OF INDIA. TEMPLE DANCING GIRLS KNOWN AS ‘DEVADASIS’ WEAR ELABORATE
ORNAMENTED UPPER ARM BRACELETS AND LARGE DISCAL EARRINGS, WHILST A 17TH CENTURY IVORY IN THE

SPIRANGAM TEMPLE MUSEUM OF TIRUMALA NAYAK AND HIS QUEEN FROM THANJAVOR IN TAMIL NADU SHOWS THE STYLE
OF THE JEWELLERY, AND SPECIFICALLY THE UPPER ARM BRACELET, HAD CHANGED LITTLE OVER THE CENTURIES.

THE TWO HEAVY CONTINUOUS ‘V’ SHAPED SECTIONS ARE OF A SPECIAL TYPE TO TAMIL NADU AND ARE CALLED ‘VANKI’.
WORN ABOVE THE ELBOW THEY APPEAR IN AN 18TH CENTURY PAINTING OF KRISHNA PLAYING THE FLUTE. THE IMAGE

FROM THANJAVOR, SHOWS THE DEITY DANCING WEARING ‘VANKI’ SUCH AS THESE.

 


