Finch & C°

SOUTHERN FRENCH DOUBLE SIDED RELIQUARY PENDANT CONTAINING HOLY RELICS

ASOUTHERN FRENCH DOUBLE SIDED RELIQUARY PENDANT CONTAINING HOLY RELICS OF NAVED SAINTS AND MARTYRS
IN AROLLED PAPER DISPLAY BEHIND FACETED ROCK CRYSTAL PANELS FRAVED IN AN OVAL TURNED HORN CASE WITH
SILVER SUSPENSION LOOP
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 6.5CMHIGH, 5.5CMWIDE - 272 INS HIGH, 24 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

RELICS OF THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS ARE VENERATED IN THE EASTERN AND ORIENTAL ORTHODOXAND ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH, AS WELL AS SOVE ANGLICAN CHURCHES. THE USE OF RELIQUARIES BECAVE AN IMPORTANT PART
OF CHRISTIAN PRACTICES FROMAT LEAST THE 4TH CENTURY AD INITIALLY IN THE EASTERN CHURCH WHICH ADOPTED

THE MOVING AND DIMIDING OF THE BODIES OF SAINTS MUCH EARLIER THAN THE WEST, PROBABLY BECAUSE THE NEW
CAPITAL OF CONSTANTINOPLE, UNLIKE ROME, LACKED BURIED SAINTS. RELIQUARIES PROVIDE AMEANS OF PROTECTING
AND DISPLAYING RELICS WHICH WERE OFTEN CONSIDERED ‘MORE VALUABLE THAN PRECIOUS STONES AND MORE TO
BE ESTEEMED THAN GOLD’ (MARTYRDOM OF ST POLYCARP). RELIQUARIES IN THE FORM OF JEWELLERY HOUSING TINY
RELICS FIRST APPEARED IN THE EARLY 16TH CENTURY. DESIGNED WITH PORTABILITY IN MND, THEY WERE OFTEN
ACQUIRED BY THE FATHFUL ON PILGRIMAGES.



