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ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN DOUBLE-SIDED RHINOCEROS HORN PLAQUE

AN ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN DOUBLE-SIDED RHINOCEROS HORN PLAQUE CARVED WITH ASCENE OF THE
NATMTY TO ONE SIDE AND THE CRUCIFIXION TO THE REVERSE
18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5CMHIGH, 5C WIDE, 1CMDEEP - 2 INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

CHRISTIANITY REACHED THE OLD KINGDOM OF AKSUMIN ETHIOPIAFROMALEXANDRIAIN THE 4TH CENTURY AD
THROUGH THE WORK OF FRUMENTIUS AT THE ROYAL COURT. FRUMENTIUS WAS CONSECRATED THE FIRST ‘ABUNA OR
PATRIARCH BY ATHANASIUS OF ALEXANDRIA AROUND 340 AD ESTABLISHING THE DEPENDENCE OF THE CHURCH ON THE
COPTIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF EGYPT. DURING THE NEXT TWO CENTURIES THE MSSIONARY ACTIMTIES OF THE NINE
SYRIAN SAINTS SPREAD THE WORD OF THE FOUR GOSPELS DEALING WITH THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF CHRIST. AT
FIRST TRANSLATIONS FROM GREEK INTO THE LOCAL LANGUAGE OF GE'EZ WOULD HAVE BEEN USED AND THEN WITH
THE ARRIVAL OF THE NINE SAINTS TRANSLATIONS FROM SYRIAC WERE ADDED.

THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IS UNIQUE IN ITS OBSERVANCE OF JEWISH PRACTICES, SUCH AS THE KEEPING OF
THE SABBATH, CIRCUMCISION AND THE DISTINCTION OF CLEAN AND UNCLEAN MEATS. THE CHURCH ALSO CLAIMS A
CONNECTION WITH BIBLICAL ISRAEL THROUGH THE QUEEN OF SHEBA AND IN AKSUMALOCAL TRADITION MAINTAINS
THAT THE ARK OF THE COVENANT WAS CARRIED THERE BY MENELEK, ASON OF KING SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN. BY THE
17TH CENTURY THE CAPITAL OF THE CHRISTIAN KINGDOMHAD BEEN ESTABLISHED AT GONDAR WHICH EMERGED IN THE
19TH CENTURY AS THE CENTRE OF AUNIFIED EMPIRE IN ETHIOPIAS NORTHERN AND CENTRAL HIGHLANDS.



