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COLLECTION OF SEVEN WEST AFRICAN YORUBA CARVED IVORY ‘OLORI IKIN

ARARE COLLECTION OF SEVEN WEST AFRICAN YORUBA CARVED IVORY ‘OLORI IKIN” USED IN DIMNATION CEREMONIES
THE EYES INLAID WITH HORN
19TH CENTURY
SIZES: MAX 10CMHIGH - 4 INS HIGH / MIN: 6CMHIGH - 2%4 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE IFAPRIEST THROWS SIXTEEN PALMNUTS FROMONE HAND TO THE OTHER DURING DIMNATION RITUALS, BUT
ANOTHER IMPORTANT SEVENTEENTH NUT, KNOWN AS ‘OLORI IKIN’ IS PLACED IN ACIRCULAR STRING OF COWVRIE
SHELLS NEXT TO THE DIVINATION TRAY. THIS NUT, THE ‘CHIEF OF THE PALMNUTS’ IS SOMETIMES REPRESENTED BY A
SMALL IVORY HUMAN HEAD SUCH AS THESE, MOST PROBABLY FOR REASONS OF PRESTIGE. IT WAS USUALLY BELIEVED
TOREPRESENT ESHU, BUT IT IS NOW THOUGHT TO BE AREFERENCE TO THE DEITY THAT GOVERNS THE IFAORACLE,
KNOWN AS ORUNMLA HIS JOB IS TO CONTROL THE COSMIC FORCES WHILST ESHU ACTS AS THE MESSENGER BETWEEN
THEM BOTH ESHU AND ORUNMLA HAVE THEIR OWN CULTS WITH THEIR OWN SPECIFIC RITUALS, BUT BELONG
TOGETHER AS SUPPLEMENTARY ASPECTS OF THE SAVE PRINCIPLE WHICH CONSTITUTES ABALANCED ORDER FOR THE
WORLD.

ESHU AS THE MESSENGER CONFRONTS THE COSMIC FORCES WITH EACH OTHER. ORUNMLAASSIGNS EACH OF THESE
FORCES ITS OWN PARTICULAR ROLE, SETTLES DISPUTES BETWEEN THEMAND GENERALLY MAKES SURE THAT THEY DO
NOT EXCEED THEIR LIMTS. ORUNMLAS ROLE IS THEREFORE TO GUARANTEE ACERTAIN DEGREE OF PEACE AND QUIET.
HIS BEST KNOWN CULT MATERIAL IS THE IFAORACLE WHICH IS THE MOST COMPLEXMETHOD OF DIVINATION PRACTISED
BY THE YORUBA, BUT IS REGARDED BY THEMAS BEING THE MOST RELIABLE.

ESHU IS ASSOCIATED PRIMARILY WITH CONFLICT, COMMUNICATING MESSAGES BETWEEN GODS, WITCHES, ANCESTORS
AND PEOPLE. ORUNMILAIS ASSOCIATED WITH RECONCILIATION. HE IS THE SAGE AND THE JUDGE WHO CALLS TO ORDER
ANY FORCE THAT IS IN DANGER OF EXCEEDING ITS BOUNDARIES. ALL YORUBAREVERE AND WORSHIP BOTH ESHU AND
ORUNMLAAS WITHOUT THEIR UNIFYING WORK PERFORMED BY BOTH MEDIATION AND THE ORACLE, THE UNIVERSE
WOULD DISINTEGRATE.



