Finch & C°

TIBETAN CAST AND GILDED COPPER PORTRAIT SCULPTURE OF A BUDDHIST HIERARCH OR LOHAN

ATIBETAN CAST AND GILDED COPPER PORTRAIT SCULPTURE OF ABUDDHIST HIERARCH OR LOHAN DRESSED IN
FLOWING ROBES WITH SHORT CROPPED HAIRSTYLE AND ELONGATED EARLOBES STANDING BAREFOOT UPON ALOTUS
THRONE HOLDING ALOTUS BUD AND ROOT
WITH COMPLETE RELIQUARY CAVITY TO THE BACK
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12CMHIGH, 5.5CMDIA (BASE) - 4% INS HIGH, 2%4 INS DIA (BASE)

LITERATURE

THE TIBETAN PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS VENERATED THEIR BUDDHIST TEACHERS IN REMEVMBRANCE OF WHOMPORTRAIT
SCULPTURES OF GREAT POWER HAVE BEEN CREATED. MANY OF THESE WERE SMALL AND EASILY TRANSPORTED AND
WOULD HAVE SERVED AS REMINDERS OF THE INSPIRED TEACHINGS OF THE LOHAN OR HIERARCH. AS WELL AS EVOKING
THE SAINTLY ATTRIBUTES OF THEIR SUBJECTS THE IMAGES SOMETIMES CAPTURE THE INDIMDUAL CHARACTERS OF
THESE HISTORICAL FIGURES WITH UNIQUE FACIAL FEATURES AND DISTINCTIVE PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES.

THE TIBETAN TEACHER'S ABILITY TO ELUCIDATE EXSTENTIAL REALITIES AND TO COMMUNICATE THE SERENITY THAT
COMES WITH THE EXPERIENCE OF BUDDHAHOOD IS AT THE VERY CORE OF TIBETAN BUDDHIST CULTURE. THEY WERE
REGARDED AS ALL IMPORTANT IN INTRODUCING THE MEANING OF DHARMA TO DISCIPLES AND SHOWING THEM THE PATH
TO ENLIGHTENMENT FROMTHEIR OWN EXPERIENCE. THESE SCULPTURES INCORPORATE BOTH THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF THESE TEACHERS; THAT OF ENLIGHTENED BEING, AND OF IDIOSYNCRATIC PERSONALITY. IT IS THIS MX OF NOBILITY
OF SPIRIT AND CHARISMATIC POWER THAT STILL CONTINUES TO INSPIRE GENERATION AFTER GENERATION OF
TIBETANS, EVEN TODAY, TO SEEK AN AUTHENTIC SPIRITUAL MASTER.



