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AN ANCIENT GREEK HELLENISTIC VOTIVE TERRACOTTA OF A GROTESQUE FEMALE FERTILITY FIGURE DISPLAYING A

RECEPTIVE CTEIS 
INVENTORY NO. 13 INSCRIBED TO REVERSE

4TH - 2ND CENTURY BC
SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 4CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP - 1¾ INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE, 1 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

SEX AND NATURE WORSHIP WAS POPULAR IN ANCIENT GREECE WITH MANY SHRINES DEDICATED TO THE FERTILITY OF
BOTH HUMANS AND THE SOIL. LINKED TO THE WORSHIP OF THE GODS DEMETER AND DIONYSUS, THE DEITIES

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FRUITS OF THE HARVEST, THE SYMBOLS OF THE CTEIS AND PHALLUS WERE USED TO BRING
FERTILITY, GOOD LUCK AND TO GIVE MAGICAL PROTECTION AGAINST EVIL SPIRITS. PRIAPUS, THE FAVOURITE GOD OF

WOMEN, THE SON OF DIONYSUS, WAS THE DEITY OF FRUITFULNESS AND HIS IMAGE WAS FOUND EVERYWHERE IN
ANCIENT GREECE AS A BOUNDARY MARKER, SIGNPOST, CARVED ON A DOOR LINTEL FOR PROTECTION, OR IN GARDENS

IN ORDER TO MAKE THE PLANTS GROW WELL.
THE BEST SPECIMENS OF ANCIENT GREEK TERRACOTTA FIGURES WERE FOUND IN TOMBS, BUT MANY CAME FROM THE
SITES OF TEMPLES AND HOUSES. IT WAS A GREEK PRACTICE TO DEDICATE TERRACOTTAS IN TEMPLES AND SHRINES

AND THE GUARDIANS OF THESE SACRED PLACES WOULD PERIODICALLY EMPTY THOSE UNDER THEIR CHARGE OF ALL
THE VOTIVE OFFERINGS WHICH HAD ACCUMULATED THERE. SOME OF THE METAL OBJECTS WOULD BE MELTED DOWN
AND REUSED TO MAKE BASINS FOR THE TEMPLE SERVICE, BUT THE TERRACOTTA FIGURES AND VASES WERE THROWN
AWAY. TERRACOTTAS DEPICTING GROTESQUE FIGURES, CARICATURES, PARODIES, MIMES, DWARFS AND OTHERS WERE
VERY POPULAR IN THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD. A FAVOURITE WAS A DANCING DWARF WITH A HUGE PHALLUS, SOMETIMES
SHOWN FIGHTING HIS OWN MONSTROUS MEMBER. THIS TERRACOTTA IS THE FEMALE COUNTERPART DISPLAYING HER

VAGINA OR ‘CTEIS’.



 


