
A NORTH ITALIAN RENAISSANCE BRONZE DOMESTIC MORTAR
A NORTH ITALIAN RENAISSANCE BRONZE DOMESTIC MORTAR DECORATED WITH FRUITING VINES AND A HORNED MASK

OF BACCHUS BEARING AN ARMOURIAL FOR ISABELLA D'ESTE MARCHESA OF MANTUA (1474 - 1539)
OLD SMOOTH GREENISH BROWN PATINA

16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 11.5CM DIA. - 3½ INS HIGH, 4½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

BRONZE MORTARS WERE USED IN ALMOST EVERY HOUSE OF ANY STANDING IN EUROPE DURING THE RENAISSANCE AS
EVIDENCED BY THEIR REGULAR APPEARANCE IN WILLS AND HOUSEHOLD INVENTORIES. A MORTAR MADE THE

POUNDING OF HERBS, SPICES AND MEDICINALS MUCH EASIER TASKS. MORTARS MADE OF BRONZE DID NOT BECOME
IMPREGNATED WITH DAMP, SALT OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCE AND SO WERE PREFERRED OVER THOSE MADE OF WOOD.

ISABELLA D'ESTE (1474 - 1539) WAS ONE OF THE LEADING WOMEN OF THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE. FAMOUS FOR HER
GREAT PATRONAGE OF THE ARTS, SHE WAS ALSO A LEADER OF FASHION. BORN INTO A NOBLE FAMILY IN THE CITY STATE

OF FERRARA SHE WAS CLASSICALLY EDUCATED AND AT THE AGE OF SIX WAS BETROTHED TO FRANCESCO GONZAGA,
THE HEIR TO THE MARCHESE OF MANTUA. IN 1490 SHE MARRIED HIM AND BECAME THE MARCHESA. HE HAD BY THEN
BECOME CAPTAIN GENERAL OF THE ARMIES OF THE REPUBLIC OF VENICE, AND SO BY NECESSITY, WAS OFTEN AWAY
FROM HIS FAMILY SEAT ‘LA REGGIA’, LEAVING ISABELLA TO ACT ON HIS BEHALF. IN 1509 HE WAS CAPTURED AND HELD

HOSTAGE IN VENICE. AS THE MARCHESA, ISABELLA TOOK CONTROL OF MANTUA’S MILITARY FORCES AND HELD OFF THE
INVADERS UNTIL HIS RELEASE IN 1512. SHE HOSTED THE CONGRESS OF MANTUA HELD IN THE SAME YEAR AND HELPED

SETTLE SOME OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FLORENCE AND MILAN. UPON HIS RETURN FRANCESCO II FELT
HUMILIATED AND BETRAYED BY HIS WIFE’S SUPERIOR POLITICAL ABILITY AND THE MARRIAGE ENDED. ISABELLA LIVED

INDEPENDENTLY AND TRAVELLED UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1519 WHEN SHE RETURNED AS REGENT TO RULE MANTUA FOR
HER SON FREDERICO.

 


