
NORTH EAST PAPUA NEW GUINEA ORO PROVINCE COLLINGWOOD BAY LIME SPATULA
A NORTH EAST PAPUA NEW GUINEA ORO PROVINCE COLLINGWOOD BAY LIME SPATULA CARVED IN THE FORM OF A SHARK

INCISED WITH LINES REPRESENTING SHOALS OF FISH 
CONTAINING TRACES OF WHITE LIME WITH THREE PIERCED HOLES ONCE HOLDING SHELL BEADS

OLD DARK SMOOTH SILKY PATINA WITH TRACES OF LIME TO THE END
AN OLD LABEL INSCRIBED ‘BEASLEY COLLECTION PAPUA COLLINGWOOD BAY JUDGE CHUBB COLLECTION 1880’

INVENTORY NO. ‘3026’
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 42CM LONG - 16½ INS LONG / 46.5CM HIGH - 18¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THROUGHOUT MELANESIA BETEL NUT IS CHEWED BOTH IN RITUAL AND CEREMONIAL CONTEXTS AND AS A SOCIAL HABIT.
THE SUBSTANCE RELEASES AN ALKALINE STIMULANT WHICH SPEEDS UP THE HEART RATE AND RAISES BODY

TEMPERATURE PRODUCING A FEELING OF ENERGY. IT CONSISTS OF A PASTE MADE FROM THE CRUSHED KERNEL OF AN
ARECA PALM NUT, THE FRUIT OR LEAF OF THE BETEL-PEPPER PLANT AND A QUANTITY OF POWDERED LIME OBTAINED
FROM BURNING PIECES OF CORAL OR SHELL. A SMALL BITE SIZED PIECE IS PLACED IN THE CHEEK AND CHEWED IN A

SIMILAR MANNER TO A WAD OF TOBACCO.
PAPUA NEW GUINEA HAS A LONG TRADITION OF BETEL NUT CHEWING AND IT IS SAID THAT IN EARLIER TIMES SPECIAL
LIME CONTAINERS AND SPATULAS WERE MADE FROM THE SKULLS AND BONES OF DEAD ANCESTORS. BY KEEPING A

DEAD RELATIVES SKULL THE DESCENDANT OBTAINED THE RIGHT OF OWNERSHIP OF ALL THE DECEASED’S PROPERTY
AND INHERITED ALL OF THEIR POWER WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

 


