Finch & C°

JAPANESE ANELY CARVED BOXWOOD OKIMONO OF A THWARTED RAT CATCHER
AJAPANESE FINELY CARVED BOXWOOD OKIMONO OF ATHWARTED RAT CATCHER THE EYES INLAID WITH HORN

WELL PATINATED AND IN GOOD CONDITION

SIGNED IN ARECTANGULAR CARTOUCHE ‘SHOKYUSA TO

INVENTORY LABEL INSIDE TRAP ‘5111’

LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 12CMHIGH, 9CMWIDE, 3.5CMDEEP - 4% INS HIGH, 3%2INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE VERY DETAILED AND HIGHLY NATURALISTIC WORK OF THIS OKIMONO DEPICTING THE TRADE OF THE RAT CATCHER
GIVES LIFE TO HIS EXPRESSION OF FEARFUL TERROR. THE ESCAPING RAT CAUSING HIMTO CONTORT HIS BODY AND
FACE WHICH IS APICTURE OF SURPRISE, ANGER AND FRUSTRATION. RATS ARE SACRED TO THE JAPANESE DEITY
DAIKOKU WHO IS ONE OF THE SEVEN GODS OF FORTUNE OR LUCK. AS THE GOD OF WEALTH AND WORLDLY PROSPERITY
HE IS OFTEN DEPICTED WITH ASYMBOLIC MALLET, WITH WHICH HE GRANTS WISHES, SITTING UPON TWO RICE BALES AT
WHICH RATS ARE NIBBLING. HIS MESSENGERS ARE THE RATS WHICH ARE REGARDED AS AWARNING AGAINST
CARELESSNESS IN PROTECTING WORLDLY POSSESSIONS. HOWEVER, DAIKOKU'S GOOD HUMOUR AND WEALTH ARE
SUCH THAT HE CHEERFULLY DISREGARDS THE RATS EATING THE RICE FROM THE BOTTOM OF HIS BALES, AND AS THE
GUARDIAN OF FARMERS, RADIATES ABELIEF IN PLENTY.



