
VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A PARSON ‘JACK’ RUSSELL TERRIER
A VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A PARSON ‘JACK’ RUSSELL TERRIER WEARING A SILVER COLLAR SITTING ON A

RED VELVET CUSHION
AN OLD SILVER TERRIER SHOW MEDAL LYING BESIDE HIM

CONTAINED IN ORIGINAL GLASS CASE
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 44CM HIGH, 56.5CM WIDE, 33.5CM DEEP - 17¼ INS HIGH, 22¼ INS WIDE, 13¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE MOST FAMOUS COLLECTION OF 19TH CENTURY TAXIDERMIED DOG BREEDS IS IN THE ROTHSCHILD MUSEUM AT
TRING, WHERE MOST SPECIMENS WERE MOUNTED BY THE SPECIALIST TAXIDERMIST ROLAND WARD OF THE ‘JUNGLE’ IN
PICCADILLY, LONDON. BEFORE BEING PUT ON DISPLAY EACH MOUNT WAS SUBMITTED TO THE BREED JUDGES, AS EACH
DOG HAD TO BE PASSED AS OF THE STANDARD REQUIRED FOR THE PERMANENT RECORD OF BREED FEATURES. TODAY

THE MUSEUM COLLECTION SHOWS HOW THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH DOG HAVE EVOLVED OVER TIME
PROVIDING AN IMPORTANT HISTORICAL RECORD OF EACH BREED’S PAST.

THE PARSON ‘JACK’ RUSSELL WAS ORIGINALLY A BREED OF A SMALL WHITE FEISTY ENERGETIC TERRIER CALLED THE
FOX TERRIER OF THE 18TH CENTURY. NAMED AFTER THE MAN CREDITED WITH THE CREATION OF THE BREED, THE

REVEREND JOHN ‘JACK’ RUSSELL, WHO WAS A WELL KNOWN HUNTSMAN. IN 1819 HE BOUGHT A SMALL WHITE AND TAN
TERRIER BITCH NAMED TRUMP FROM A MILKMAN IN THE VILLAGE OF ELMSFORD, AND THIS DOG FORMED THE BASIS FOR
HIS BREEDING PROGRAMME. BY THE 1850’S THE DOGS WERE RECOGNISED AS A DISTINCT TYPE OF FOX TERRIER, BUT

THE CONFORMATION SHOW VARIETY WAS NOT OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED BY THE KENNEL CLUB UNTIL 1990.

 


