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RARE PAIR OF TIBETAN PAINTED SHRINE DOORS

ARARE PAR OF TIBETAN PAINTED SHRINE DOORS DEPICTING A‘MAHASIDDHA OR GREAT ADEPT SEATED IN ACAVE
HOLDING A SKULL DRUM ‘DAVARU’ AND AHUMAN THIGH BONE TRUMPET ‘KANGLING' WITH A ‘KAPALA SHOWN ON THE
GROUND NEXT TOHIMAND ARITUAL STAFF ‘KHATVANGA WITH SKULLS SACRED TEXT OFFERING VASE AND ROBES A

LOTUS BLOSSOM ABOVE THREE DEER IN THE DISTANCE
THE OTHER PANEL SHOWING TWO TIGERS WITH THEIR CUB IN AMOUNTAINOUS LANDSCAPE BENEATH ATREE BY A
RIVER THE MALE WATCHING THE ASCETIC PERFORMNG HIS RITUALS
TEMPERAON CLOTH LAID ON WOOD
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 41CMHIGH, 48CMWIDE - 16 INS HIGH, 19 INS WIDE AND 41CMHIGH, 44.5CMWIDE - 16 INS HIGH, 17"2INS WIDE

LITERATURE

MAHASIDDHA'S WERE INDIAN MASTERS WHO TRANSMITTED THE TANTRIC LINEAGES TO THE EARLY TIBETAN
TRANSLATORS. MOST OF THEMWERE NOT MONKS AND THOSE WHO WERE DID NOT WEAR CONVENTIONAL ROBES. THEY
LIVED IN THE JUNGLES WITH THE ANIMALS AND ACQUIRED FOOD FROMWHEREVER THEY COULD. THEY ARE DEPICTED IN

TIBETAN ART AS WILD, WRATHFUL LOOKING CHARACTERS WHO EXPRESSED ENLIGHTENMENT IN UNCONVENTIONAL
WAYS. THE TIGER IS ASYMBOL OF THE ENERGY AND FIERCE BOLDNESS OF THE ENLIGHTENED MIND AND THE TANTRIC
PATH.

THE SEATED LONG HAIRED ASCETIC IS SHOWN WEARING A MEDITATION BELT AROUND HIS SHOULDER AND MAY
REPRESENT MLAREPA TIBET'S MOST BELOVED SAINT WHO LIVED ACOMPLETELY ITINERANT LIFE. IN HIS YOUTH HE WAS
VENGEFUL BY NATURE AND PRACTISED SORCERY, BUT LATER FILLED WITH REMORSE FOR HIS EVIL WAYS HE TURNED
TO MARPA, ATEACHER IN THE SOUTH OF TIBET, WHO HAD STUDIED FOR LONG PERIODS IN THE GREAT BUDDHIST
MONASTERIES OF EASTERN INDIA AFTER UNDERGOING AN EXCEPTIONALLY ARDUOUS APPRENTICESHIP MILAREPAWAS
INITIATED INTO THE SECRETS OF BUDDHIST MEDITATION, AND IN PARTICULAR INTO THE MYSTICAL PRACTICES OF
NAROPA, MARPA'S INDIAN MASTER. NAROPAWAS AMAHASIDDHA OR GREAT ADEPT, ATITLE BESTOWED ON 84
ESPECIALLY HOLY SAINTS KNOVWN FOR THEIR EXTRASENSORY INSIGHTS AND SUPERHUMAN POWERS. MLAREPA'S
COMMAND OF NAROPA'S TEACHING GAVE HIMASTONISHING PHYSICAL STRENGTH AND ENABLED HIMTO WITHSTAND THE
BITTERLY COLD HIMALAYAN WINTERS. HE LEFT SOUTHERN TIBET AND CONTINUED HIS SPIRITUAL GUEST IN THE
SOLITUDE OF THE MOUNTAINS. WANDERING WESTWARD HE CAVE TO ACAVE NEAR NYALAMAND SPENT SUCH LONG
PERIODS IN MEDITATION THAT IT IS SAID THERE ARE IMPRESSIONS IN THE ROCK WHERE HE SAT.



