Finch & C°

AN ENGLISH IVORY HANDLED EATING KNIFE

AN ENGLISH IMORY HANDLED EATING KNIFE FINELY DECORATED WITH PATTERNS OF TULIPS AND VINES INLAID WITH
SILVER PICQUE-WORK PAINTED WITH RED AND GREEN ENAVEL
THE LONG STEEL BLADE WITH ‘P SHAPED CUTLERS MARK
CIRCA 1685
SIZE: 21.5CMLONG- 872 INS LONG

LITERATURE

IN THE 17TH CENTURY THE HANDLES OF EATING KNIVES BECAVE MUCH MORE ELEGANT AND DECORATIVE AND
CHANGES TO THE SHAPE OF THE BLADE OCCURRED WHEN EATING HABITS DICTATED IT WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY
TO SPIKE FOOD WITH AKNIFE. AS THE USE OF FORKS BECAVE FASHIONABLE, KNIFE BLADES BECAVE SHORTER WITH
THE SHARP POINT REMOVED. THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY TRAVELLER, THOMAS CORYAT, BROUGHT BACK REPORTS OF
THE USAGE OF FORKS FROMITALY WHERE THEY WERE USED, NOT TO TRANSFER FOOD INTO THE MOUTH AS MOST
USUALLY SUPPOSED, BUT TO PREVENT CONTAMINATION BY HOLDING THE MEAT IN PLACE WHEN CUTTING ON THE
PLATE. AFTER MUCH RIDICULE AND RESISTANCE AS AN EFFEMINATE AFFECTATION THE FORK WAS EVENTUALLY
ACCEPTED IN BRITAN, BUT WAS NOT WIDELY USED UNTIL 1670.

MUCH OF THE CUTLERY THAT SURMVES FROMTHIS PERIOD DERIVES FROMTHE OLD TRADITIONAL CUSTOMOF THE
GROOMGIVING HIS BRIDE APAIR OF KNIVES AS AMARRIAGE GIFT. AS FINE EXAVPLES, THEY WERE TREASURED AND
PRESERVED AS FAMLY HEIRLOOMS WHILST MOST OF THE EVERYDAY CUTLERY HAS DISAPPEARED.



