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DEPICTING CLASSICAL SCENES
THE INSIDE COMPARTMENTALISED AND DECORATED WITH MARQUETRY STRAW WORK AFINE SCENE TOTHELID IN
COLOURED STRAW OF ATHREE MASTED SHIP FLYING BOTH THE FRENCH AND BRITISH FLAGS BRIGHTLY DECORATED
HOUSES ALONG THE SHORELINE
APULL OUT DRAWER TO THE BASE
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LITERATURE

THE NUMBER OF FRENCH PRISONERS WHO WERE CAPTURED AND HELD IN BRITISH PRISONS FROM THE SEVEN YEARS
WAR IN 1756 TO NAPOLEON'S DEFEAT AT WATERLOO IN 1815 WAS PHENOIMENAL. DURING THEIR CONFINEMENT THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGED THEM TO USE THEIR TIME AND AVAILABLE RESOURCES PRODUCTIVELY, AND SO
THEY GATHERED ANY AVAILABLE MATERIALS SUCH AS SCRAPS OF BONE, WOOD, METAL, STRING, WIRE, CANVAS,
HORSEHAR, NAILS AND GLASS AND USED THEM TO CREATE OBJECTS. ON DESIGNATED DAYS THESE WARES WERE
SOLD TO BRITISH CIVILIANS IN THE PRISON MARKETPLACE, KNOWN AS ‘DEPOT’, MARKETS. AT THESE MARKETS THE
LOCAL FARMERS AND TRADESMVEN WOULD SELL THEIR GOODS TO THOSE PRISONERS WHO COULD AFFORD TO BUY
THEM, USUALLY HIGH RANKING OFFICERS WHO WOULD RECEIVE MONEY FROM THEIR FAMLIES ABROAD. HOWEVER, THE
OTHER RANKS WERE TOTALLY WITHOUT ANY SORT OF INCOME AND THIS MADE LIFE ESPECIALLY HARD. OWMING TOA
LONG DISPUTE BETWEEN THE BRITISH AND FRENCH AS TO WHICH COUNTRY WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR FEEDING AND
CLOTHING THE PRISONERS, THEY RECEIVED ONLY A MEAGRE RATION OF FOOD, NO CLOTHES AND NO LUXURIES SUCH
AS SOAP, OR MEDICATION FOR THEIR ILL-TENDED WOUNDS. THUS, THE PRISON MARKETS AFFORDED AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR THE PRISONERS TO DISPOSE OF THEIR OWN WARES WHICH WERE USUALLY OBJECTS THEY HAD BEEN TRAINED TO
MAKE IN THEIR OWWN COUNTRY AS CIVILIANS. CABINET MAKERS AND CARPENTERS FOR EXAVPLE WOULD MAKE THE
WOODEN MODELS AND THE CARCASSES FOR THE STRAW WORK MARQUETRY, WHICH WAS VERY FASHIONABLE ON THE
CONTINENT IN THE 18TH CENTURY. THE PRISONERS WERE PARTICULARLY ADEPT AT PLAITING STRAW, OFTEN FINELY
DECORATING THE BASES OF SHIP MODELS OR SMALL BOXES WITH IT.



