
RARE REGENCY BOXWOOD AND CHERRYWOOD SCALE MODEL (15FT: 1 INCH) OF THE 120 GUN FIRST RATE ‘CALEDONIA’ SHIP
H.M.S. ROYAL GEORGE DESIGNED BY SIR ROBERT SEPPINGS IN 1819

A RARE REGENCY BOXWOOD AND CHERRYWOOD SCALE MODEL (15FT: 1 INCH) OF THE 120 GUN FIRST RATE ‘CALEDONIA’
SHIP H.M.S. ROYAL GEORGE DESIGNED BY SIR ROBERT SEPPINGS IN 1819 

WITH A REVOLUTIONARY ROUNDED BOW THAT MADE THE VULNERABLE HEAD RAILS NORMALLY USED OBSOLETE
ENABLING HEAVIER GUNS TO BE CARRIED AND A DRIER AND MORE RIGID PASSAGE UNDERWAY

THE CHERRY WOOD FRAMES PIERCED WITH GUNPORT AND PINNED BOXWOOD STRINGING THE INTERNAL STRETCHERS
MOUNTED AT AN ANGLE ON KEEL BLOCKS

CONTAINED IN A FINELY REALISED DOCKYARD SLIPWAY WITH LINED BOXWOOD PAVEMENTS INTERSPERSED WITH
SANDPAPER ‘SHINGLE’ TWIN ACCESS STEPS AND BITTS 

ALL CONTAINED WITHIN THE ORIGINAL REMOVABLE GLAZED WOODEN CASE 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: CASE: 19.5CM HIGH, 40CM WIDE, 14CM DEEP - 7¾ INS HIGH, 15¾ INS WIDE, 5½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

SIR ROBERT SEEPINGS (1767 - 1840) WAS SURVEYOR OF THE NAVY FROM 1813 TO 1832. BORN IN FAKENHAM, NORFOLK
HE WAS APPRENTICED TO H.M.N.B. DEVONPORT PLYMOUTH IN 1782. BY 1800 HE HAD RISEN TO BE MASTER SHIPWRIGHT
ASSISTANT IN THE YARD AND HAD INVENTED A DEVICE WHICH GREATLY REDUCED TO TIME REQUIRED TO REPAIR THE

HULLS OF SHIPS IN DRY DOCK COMPARED TO THE LABORIOUS PROCESS OF LIFTING WHICH WAS THEN IN USE. FOR THIS
INVENTION HE WAS AWARDED £1000 BY THE ADMIRALTY AND IT BECAME KNOWN AS ‘SEPPINGS BLOCKS’. ONE OF HIS

MOST FAMOUS QUOTATIONS WAS ‘PARTIAL STRENGTH PRODUCES GENERAL WEAKNESS’ AND HE SIGNIFICANTLY
IMPROVED THE STRENGTH AND SEAWORTHINESS OF THE NAVY’S FLEET. HE IMPROVED THE DESIGN OF THE BOW AND

STERN, BUT HIS GREATEST INFLUENCE ON SHIP DESIGN WAS IN THE INTRODUCTION OF ‘DIAGONAL BRACING’ INTO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE HULL.

HE WAS INSTRUMENTAL, ALONG WITH OTHER INNOVATORS, IN THE INTRODUCTION OF IRON ELEMENTS INTO SHIP
CONSTRUCTION REDUCING THE NEED FOR GROWN TIMBERS WHICH WERE INCREASINGLY IN SHORT SUPPLY. THESE

STRONGER DESIGNS ALSO OFFERED BETTER PROTECTION TO THE SHIP’S CREW AGAINST THE ENEMY’S FIRE,
PERMITTED A POWERFUL ARMAMENT TO BE FITTED IN THE BOW AND BETTER ALLOWED THE SHIPS TO BE KEPT ON

STATION DURING BAD WEATHER.
IN 1819 SEEPINGS WAS KNIGHTED. HE DIED IN TAUNTON IN 1840.

 


