
ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF AN ARCTIC WALRUS SKULL
AN ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF AN ARCTIC WALRUS SKULL COMPLETE WITH TUSKS ‘ODOBENUS ROSMARUS’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 23.5CM HIGH, 23CM WIDE, 38CM DEEP - 9¼ INS HIGH, 9 INS WIDE, 15 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE MALE WALRUS USES ITS TUSKS FOR MANY DIFFERENT TASKS. THEY ARE SHARP ENOUGH TO STAB PREDATORS
SUCH AS POLAR BEARS AND TO WARN OFF SEXUAL RIVALS. THEY ARE ALSO USED TO HOIST THEMSELVES OUT OF THE

WATER AND ONTO ICE FLOES.
IN ABOUT 870 AD A VIKING NORSEMAN NAMED OTHERE RECORDED THAT HE HAD MADE A VOYAGE BEYOND NORWAY TO
HUNT FOR ‘HVALROSS’, ‘HORSE WHALES’ WHICH HE DECLARED ‘HAVE IN THEIR TEETH BONES OF GREAT PRICE AND

EXCELLENCE’. NORSE COLONISTS LIVING IN SOUTHWEST GREENLAND HISTORICALLY PAID A TRIBUTE IN WALRUS TUSKS
TO THE PAPAL LEGATE IN ROME WHERE THEY WERE REGARDED AS A FORM OF CURRENCY. FOR THE NEXT THREE

CENTURIES THE NORWEGIANS HUNTED THE WALRUS AMONG THE ISLANDS OF THE FAR NORTH TAKING AS MANY AS ONE
THOUSAND OR MORE ANNUALLY. TODAY, UNDER PROTECTION, THE WALRUS AGAIN NUMBER SEVERAL THOUSAND IN

THE BARENTS SEA AREA.

 


