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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ANTHROPOMORPHIC MUMMIFORM AGURE OF PTAH-SOKAR-OSIRIS A FUNERARY PAPYRI CONTAINER
ALARGE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ANTHROPOMORPHIC MUMMIFORM FIGURE OF PTAH-SOKAR-OSIRIS AFUNERARY PAPYRI
CONTAINER
POLYCHROMED GESSOED SYCAMORE FIG WOOD DECORATED WITH AHIEROGLYPHIC PANEL OSIRIS AND WINGED
FIGURE OF ISIS
RECTANGULAR SARCOPHAGUS BASE AND ATEF CROWN MISSING

LATE PERIOD 747 - 332 BC
SIZE: 50CMHIGH, 10CMWIDE, 8CMDEEP - 19% INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

FROMTHE LATE PERIOD ONWARDS MANY TOMBS WERE EQUIPPED WITH THE WOODEN STATUETTES DEPICTING PTAH-
SOKAR-OSIRIS AS AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC MUMMFORM FIGURE. THEY WERE PLACED THERE TO HELP THE DECEASED,
THE TEXTS INSCRIBED ON THEM CONTAINING OFFERING FORMULAE AND HYMNS TO THE FUNERAL DEITIES. SOVETIMES
THEY WERE HOLLOW AND CONTAINED SMALL ROLLS OF PAPYRUS INSCRIBED WITH THE ‘BOOK OF THE DEAD’, THE
PRECIOUS GUIDE TO THE AFTERLIFE. ALTERNATIVELY ASMALL FRAGMENT OF THE ‘NETHERWORLD BOOK™ WAS PLACED
IN THE SARCOPHAGUS BASE. THE BOOK OF THE DEAD WAS AFUNERARY TEXT KNOWN TO THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS AS
THE ‘SPELL FOR COMING FORTH BY DAY'. IT WAS FIRST INTRODUCED AT THE END OF THE INTERMEDIATE PERIOD AND
CONSISTED OF ABOUT 200 SPELLS OR ‘CHAPTERS’ OVER HALF OF WHICH WERE DERIVED DIRECTLY FROMEARLIER
PYRAMD TEXTS OR COFFIN TEXTS. THEY WERE USUALLY INSCRIBED ON PAPYRI AND SIMPLY PLACED IN THE COFFIN, BUT
IT COULD ALSO BE ROLLED UP AND INSERTED INTO ASTATUETTE OR INCORPORATED INTO THE MUMMY BANDAGING.
PTAH-SOKAR-OSIRIS WAS AN IMPORTANT IMAGE FOR THE FUNERARY CULTS, ACOMBINED GOD USED FOR MAGICAL
REGENERATION, WHOSE ANCESTORS WERE THE ‘CORN MUMMES' PLACED IN THE TOMBS AS ASYMBOL OF REBIRTH.



