
JAPANESE CARVED STAGS HORN NETSUKE DEPICTING A PLAYFUL SHISHI
A JAPANESE CARVED STAGS HORN NETSUKE DEPICTING A PLAYFUL SHISHI CROUCHING OVER A LARGE BALL THROUGH

WHICH FORMS THE HIMOTOSHI

THE TAIL AND MANE WITH FINELY WORKED STYLISED CURLS THE EYES INLAID WITH HORN UNUSUALLY ‘FLOPPY’ EARS

WELL PATINATED WITH SOME PATCHES OF WEAR TO THE FUR

18TH CENTURY / EARLY 19TH CENTURY

JAPAN

SIZE: 3.5CM HIGH, 3.5CM WIDE, 3.5CM DEEP - 1¼ INS HIGH, 1¼ INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

SHISHI ARE MYTHICAL LION DOGS OF CHINESE ORIGIN KNOWN IN JAPAN AS ‘KOMAINU’ AND IN OKINAWA AS ‘SHÄ«SÄ​’.
THEY ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE THE POWER TO REPEL EVIL AND ARE NOW HABITUALLY USED TO GUARD THE GATES AND
DOORS OF TEMPLES AND DOMESTIC HOUSES, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE ONLY BEEN USED OUTDOORS SINCE THE 14TH
CENTURY. THEY ARE REALLY LIONS AND NOT DOGS, AND PROBABLY CAME TO JAPAN FROM INDIA WHERE THEY HAD



TAKEN UP RESIDENCE FROM CHINA VIA THE SILK ROAD. THEY CAME FROM INDIA TOGETHER WITH THE BUDDHIST FAITH
IN WHICH THE LION IS THE SYMBOLIC PROTECTOR OF THE DHARMA, THE TEACHINGS OF THE BUDDHA. EVENTUALLY THE
LIONS ALSO BECAME THE GUARDIANS OF THE ENTRANCE TO JAPANESE SHINTO SHRINES AND BUDDHIST TEMPLES. AS A

NETSUKE THE SHISHI HAS AN AMULETIC ROLE IN PROTECTING ITS OWNER.
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