
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE
A SAILORS SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE WITH A PRONOUNCED SPIRAL GRAIN AND A CARVED WALRUS

TUSK HANDLE 
LONG BRASS FERRULE

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 92CM LONG - 36¼ INS LONG
‘C.I.T.E.S’ ARTICLE 10 AVAILABLE

 
LITERATURE

AT AIRY HALL, NEAR WHITBY, THE FORMER HOME OF ADMIRAL MOORSOM, COMMANDER OF THE ‘REVENGE’ AT TRAFALGAR
IN 1805, THERE ARE TWO PILLARS BUILT FROM TWELVE NARWHAL TUSKS BROUGHT TO THE PORT OF WHITBY, WHERE

THE WHALING FLEET HAD BEEN ACTIVE SINCE 1753.
THE NARWHAL IS AN ARCTIC WHALE GROWING UP TO FIVE METRES LONG, A RELATIVE OF THE WHITE BELUGA WHALE,

BUT IT IS TOO SMALL AND WITHOUT ENOUGH BLUBBER FOR IT TO HAVE BEEN HUNTED COMMERCIALLY BY THE WHALING
FLEETS OF THE 19TH CENTURY. HOWEVER, THE SCRIMSHANDERS PRIZED THE MARINE IVORY TUSK AND OFTEN TRADED

FOR THEM WITH THE INUIT ESKIMOS, WHO TRADITIONALLY TOOK NARWHAL FOR THEIR MEAT, OIL AND TUSKS WHICH
THEY MADE INTO HARPOON SHAFTS.

ONCE FOUND IN CONSIDERABLE NUMBERS IN THE GREENLAND SEA, DANS STRAIT AND BAFFIN BAY, THE NARWHAL WAS
HABITUALLY REFERRED TO BY THE ARCTIC WHALERS AS THE ‘UNIE’. THE MYTH OF THE FANTASTICAL UNICORN AND ITS

SPIRALLING HORN PERSISTED WELL INTO THE 19TH CENTURY. AS THE STRENGTH OF THE LEGEND SLOWLY DIMINISHED
AND THE TRUE NATURE OF THE ‘HORN’ WAS REVEALED, THE TUSKS STILL CONTINUED TO BE REGARDED AS RARITIES

AND EXOTIC CURIOSITIES, AND ARE SO TODAY.

 


