
ENGLISH REGENCY BRASS BOUND ROSEWOOD TWO DOOR TABLE CABINET
A FINE ENGLISH REGENCY BRASS BOUND ROSEWOOD TWO DOOR TABLE CABINET A LATIN MOTTO INSCRIBED ON A

BRASS PLAQUE TO THE TOP ‘VELUTI IN SPECULUM’ ‘AS IN A MIRROR’ PROBABLY MADE FOR A LIBRARY
WITH TWO INSET BRASS CARRYING HANDLES STANDING ON FOUR LIONS PAW BRASS FEET THE ORIGINAL GILDED RED

LEATHER LINED DOORS OPENING TO REVEAL DRAWERS FITTED TO HOUSE CAMEOS BRONZE PLAQUES AND OTHER
OBJECTS OF ART

ATTRIBUTED TO GEORGE SMITH (1786 - 1826) ‘UPHOLSTERER EXTRAORDINARY’ TO THE PRINCE REGENT
CIRCA 1810 - 20 

SIZE: 24.5CM HIGH, 32CM DEEP, 40.5CM WIDE - 9¾ INS HIGH, 12½ INS DEEP, 16 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

DURING THE LAST YEARS OF THE 18TH CENTURY FRENCH INFLUENCE HAD BEEN MUCH IN EVIDENCE IN ENGLAND WITH
PARISIAN ‘MARCHAND-MERCIERS’ PROVIDING FURNITURE FOR THE PRINCE OF WALES’S LONDON RESIDENCE, CARLTON

HOUSE, AS WELL AS FULFILLING ORDERS FROM OTHER ENGLISH ARISTOCRATS SUCH AS THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. IN
REACTION TO THIS FASHIONABLE TREND FOR NAPOLEONIC DESIGNS AND MOTIFS, THOMAS HOPE, A BANKER,

CONNOISSEUR AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANTIQUARIAN, ADVOCATED A RETURN TO ‘THE PURE SPIRIT OF ANTIQUITY’. IN
1807 HE PUBLISHED ‘HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE AND INTERIOR DECORATION’ ILLUSTRATING THE DESIGNS HE HAD USED
FOR FURNITURE IN HIS OWN HOUSE IN DUCHESS STREET. LONDON. HIS IDEAS WERE POPULARISED BY GEORGE SMITH,

A LONDON CABINET MAKER, WHO IN 1808 PUBLISHED ‘A COLLECTION OF DESIGNS FOR HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE AND
INTERIOR DECORATION’. THIS PUBLICATION HAD CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE IN PROMOTING THE SO CALLED

Â€ŒANTIQUE’ OR ‘MODERN GREEK’ STYLE FASHIONABLE DURING THE REGENCY PERIOD. THE RENEWED INTEREST IN
ANTIQUITY INTRODUCED A TASTE FOR COLLECTING CAMEOS, BRONZE PLAQUETTES, COINS AND MEDALLIONS, AND
CABINETS IN THE MODERN ‘GREEK’ STYLE WERE DEEMED SUITABLE FOR ‘MASCULINE’ SURROUNDINGS SUCH AS

LIBRARIES.

 


