
EGYPTIAN SECTION OF A PAINTED SYCAMORE FIG WOODEN COFFIN PANEL
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN SECTION OF A PAINTED SYCAMORE FIG WOODEN COFFIN PANEL DECORATED WITH A CARTOUCHE

READING ‘OSIRIS OF THE WEST LANDS’ (OSIRIS, FOREMOST OF THE WESTERNERS (I.E DECEASED)) (READ AT THE
BRITISH MUSEUM 8TH DEC 1949) AND RELIGIOUS EMBLEMS, SYMBOLS AND FIGURES

AN OLD LABEL TO THE REVERSE: ‘CERTIFICATE OF ANTIQUITY BLANCHARD’S EGYPTIAN MUSEUM SHARIA KAMEL CAIRO
EGYPT’ WITH INVENTORY NO. 13051 STATING ‘FOUND AT THEBES’ AND SIGNED ‘R.H. BLANCHARD’

OTHER INK INSCRIBED LABELS DETAILING THE LOCATION AND MEANING OF THE PAINTED SYMBOLS AND FIGURES 
IN OLD OAK FRAME

SOME RESTORATION TO CENTRAL LOWER PORTION 
NEW KINGDOM 19TH - 20TH DYNASTY / 1295 - 1069BC

SIZE: 28.5CM HIGH, 22CM WIDE - 11¼ INS HIGH, 8¾ INS WIDE / 32.5CM HIGH, 26CM WIDE - 12¾ INS HIGH, 10¼ INS WIDE
(FRAME)

 
LITERATURE

THE INCREASE IN TOMB ROBBERIES JUST BEFORE AND DURING THE NEW KINGDOM CREATED AN ATMOSPHERE OF
INSECURITY AMONG THE HIGH OFFICIALS AND PRIESTHOOD OF AMUN OF THEBES AND BROUGHT ABOUT SEVERAL

CHANGES IN BURIAL CUSTOMS. THE RICHLY DECORATED TOMBS NO LONGER INSURED THE SECURITY OF THE MUMMIES,
NOT EVEN IF THE ENTRANCES OF THE TOMBS WERE CAREFULLY DISGUISED. A SOLUTION WAS FOUND TO PREVENT THE

UNWANTED TOMB ROBBERIES BY BURYING THE DIGNITARIES OF THEBES IN SUBTERRANEAN VAULTS OR ‘CACHES’
WHICH ESCAPED THE ATTENTION OF THE ROBBERS.

A NEW TYPE OF COFFIN HAD ALSO APPEARED IN THEBES; ANTHROPOID AND NO LONGER CONCEIVED JUST AS AN INNER
COFFIN IT RESTED ON ITS BACK BECAUSE OF A CHANGE IN FUNERARY CUSTOMS WHEREBY THE DECEASED WAS NO
LONGER LAID ON ONE SIDE. THIS ANTHROPOID COFFIN WAS TO BECOME THE BURIAL CONTAINER OF CHOICE AMONG

BOTH ROYALTY AND COMMONERS. MOSTLY CARVED FROM LOCAL SYCAMORE FIG BECAUSE THE THEBANS NO LONGER



HAD ACCESS TO IMPORTED CEDAR, THEY WERE TRADITIONALLY PAINTED WITH SCENES IN RED, LIGHT AND DARK BLUE
ON A YELLOW GROUND. THOSE THAT COULD AFFORD IT WOULD BE BURIED IN AN OUTER AND INNER COFFIN ALTHOUGH

THE QUALITY VARIED WIDELY. POORER ONES WERE OFTEN UNNAMED, ALTHOUGH THERE WERE SOMETIMES BLANK
SPACES THAT WERE MEANT TO BE FILLED IN WITH THE NAME OF THE DECEASED OWNER. SUCH COFFINS WERE BOUGHT

READY-MADE FROM CHEAP WORKSHOPS, WHEREAS THOSE BELONGING TO HIGH RANKING MEMBERS OF THE ELITE
WOULD BE CUSTOM BUILT AND FINELY PAINTED.

ACCORDING TO EGYPTIAN FUNERARY BELIEFS THE DECORATION OF THE TOMBS PLAYED A GREAT ROLE IN THE
AFTERLIFE OF THE DECEASED. DUE TO THE CHANGES IN BURIAL CUSTOMS THIS KIND OF DECORATION BECAME

IMPOSSIBLE IN THE VAULTS CONTAINING NUMEROUS COFFINS AND FUNERARY FURNITURE. THE MOST IMPORTANT
FUNERARY SCENES WERE THEREFORE PAINTED ON THE COFFINS INSTEAD, WITH A NEW REPERTORY OF SCENES
REFERRING TO THE JOURNEY INTO THE UNDERWORLD, THE DAILY CYCLE OF THE SUN AND OTHER BELIEFS BEING

PAINTED ON THE INNER COFFIN. THE COFFIN HAD THUS ASSUMED THE OLD FUNCTION OF THE TOMB.

 


