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TWO CURIOUS FRENCH NAIVE CARVED WALNUT ARCHITECTURAL MODELS

PROBABLY BASED ON THE LOUVRE PALACE IN PARIS

BOTH CARVED WITH NAPOLEONIC ASSOCIATIONS

A: A CYLINDER WITH FRETWORK ROSE WINDOW TO THE TOP POSSIBLY USED TO INSERT DISCS OF COLOURED GLASS TO
CREATE A LIGHT BOX IN FRONT OF A WINDOW BESIDE WHICH STAND TWO PAIRS OF GENTLEMEN ARM IN ARM AND

SHAKING HANDS UNDERNEATH THEM INSCRIPTIONS Â€ŒJ E ROME / PIERRE’ AND ‘NAPOLEON A DRE’

TO THE CENTRE PEDIMENT IS CARVED A BATTLE SCENE WITH THE EMPEROR ON HORSEBACK ON THE LEFT ANOTHER
SHOWS NAPOLEON ON HIS FAMOUS HORSE MARENGO ON THE RIGHT A SCENE OF A SOLDIER HOLDING A GUN

PREVENTING THE EMPEROR’S ENTRANCE AND UNDERNEATH THE MOTTO ‘ON N . PASSE PAS’

SOME LOSSES TO CHAIN AND CANNON

CIRCA 1810 - 1820

B: A SECOND ARCHITECTURAL MODEL SIGNED AND DATED TO THE CYLINDER BARREL ‘BOULAROT TO 1849’ AND TO THE
OTHER SIDE ‘POC ROCHEL BONAPARTE PC PARIS’ A CENTRAL FIGURE OF NAPOLEON STANDING WITH HIS TELESCOPE
UPON A CONCENTRIC BALL FOUR FIGURES OF GENTLEMEN WITH INLAID GLASS EYES STAND TWO TO EACH SIDE WITH

UPLIFTED ARMS ACTING AS SUPPORTERS TO THE EMPEROR

UNDERNEATH THE LEFT PAIR THE WORDS ‘PIERRE 3’ AND ‘LOUIS N2’ AND ON THE RIGHT ‘NAPOLEON 2’ THE CENTRAL
CYLINDER BARREL WITH FRETWORKED ROSE WINDOW HUNG ABOUT WITH INTERLINKING CHAINS THE REVERSE HAS A

HINGED DOOR TO THE BOTTOM REVEALING A NARROW CHAMBER AND CARVED WITH ’BOULAROT AVEYRON NCA ESTAING



1812’

CIRCA 1812 TO 1849 (THE FIGURE OF NAPOLEON 1880 - 90)

SIZE: 69CM HIGH, 45CM WIDE, 16CM DEEP - 27¼ INS HIGH, 17¾ INS WIDE, 6¼ INS DEEP / 65CM HIGH, 48CM WIDE, 15.5CM
DEEP - 25½ INS HIGH, 19 INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

AVEYRON IS A DEPARTMENT LOCATED IN THE NORTH OF THE OCCITANE REGION OF SOUTHERN FRANCE NAMED AFTER
THE AVEYRON RIVER IN THE PREFECTURE OF RODEZ. ESTAING IS A COMMUNITY IN THE AVEYRON.

BOULAROT IS A FAMILY NAME ASSOCIATED WITH THE AREA IN THE 18TH CENTURY AND 19TH CENTURIES SO IT IS
POSSIBLE THAT THIS PARTICULAR MODEL WAS MADE BY THREE GENERATIONS OF THE SAME BOULAROT FAMILY. BEGUN

IN 1812 WITH ADDITIONAL MODELLING IN 1849 AND WITH THE CENTRAL FIGURE OF NAPOLEON COMPLETED PROBABLY AT
THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY. 



SCALE MODELS OF BUILDINGS WERE SYSTEMATIC RATHER THAN INVENTIVE AS THEY WERE MADE TO REPRESENT A
TANGIBLE STRUCTURE THAT HELPED EXPLAIN TO POTENTIAL CLIENTS THE ESSENTIALS OF AN ARCHITECTURAL
PROJECT. THESE MODELS WERE PRODUCED BY AMATEURS WITH AN ARTISTIC FLAIR AND A SENSE OF NATIONAL

PATRIOTISM AND HISTORY AND WERE INSTRUCTIVE AS WELL AS DECORATIVE.
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