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A RARE SPANISH COLONIAL SOUTH AMERICAN COLOMBIAN SILVER MOUNTED WOOD LINED TORTOISESHELL TOBACCO
LEAF AND CIGAR BOX

THE SIDES WITH SILVER LOOPS SET ON FLORAL ROSETTES FOR A CHAIN ATTACHMENT
SOME SLIGHT DAMAGE TO FOUR TORTOISESHELL PANELS 

CONTAINING AN EARLY 20TH CENTURY PAPER LABEL STATING: ‘COFRE DE RAPÉ PERTENECIÓ A LA FAMILIA DE JOSÉ
BENITO DE CASTRO Y ARCAYÁ AÍ±O 1640 BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA’

FIRST HALF 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 19.5CM HIGH, 9CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP - 7¾ INS HIGH, 3½ INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE SMOKING OF TOBACCO AROSE IN ANTIQUITY FROM THE RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES OF PRIESTS IN THE COASTAL
DISTRICTS OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO. STONE CARVINGS DEPICT MAYAN SHAMAN USING A FORM OF PIPE TO

BLOW TOBACCO SMOKE TOWARDS THE SUN AND THE FOUR POINTS OF THE COMPASS. THESE PRACTICES GRADUALLY
SPREAD TO OTHER TRIBES SUCH AS THE AZTECS WHO USED REEDS FOR SMOKING AND TO THE NORTH AMERICAN
‘MOUND PEOPLE’ OF THE MISSISSIPPI BASIN WHO WERE USING TOBACCO CEREMONIALLY FOR OVER 1000 YEARS

BEFORE ANY EUROPEAN SET FOOT ON THE CONTINENT.
THEY REGARDED TOBACCO AS A GIFT FROM THE GODS AND HIGHLY VALUED IT AS AN INTOXICATING SUPERNATURAL

SUBSTANCE. IN 1492 CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS WAS OFFERED DRIED BROWN LEAVES AS A GESTURE OF FRIENDSHIP
AND IN CUBA TWO MEMBERS OF HIS CREW FOUND MEN CHEWING WADS OF TOBACCO AND SMOKING CRUDELY MADE

CIGARS. BY THE EARLY 16TH CENTURY BOTH THE TOBACCO PLANT AND THE SMOKING OF CIGARS HAD REACHED SPAIN
WHERE ITS USE WAS CONSIDERED MEDICINAL. MONARDES IN SEVILLE BECAME FAMOUS FOR HIS CURES FOR BITES,

HEADACHES, COLDS, FEVERS AND RHEUMATISM BASED ON THE TAKING OF POWDERED TOBACCO.



THE SPANISH FIRST ARRIVED IN COLOMBIA IN 1499 AND AFTER THE CONQUEST OF THE INDIGENOUS MUSICA AND
TAIRONA CHIEFTAINS, THEY CREATED THE VICEROYALTY OF NEW GRANADA. BY THE 17TH CENTURY AGRICULTURE HAD

BEGUN TO REPLACE MINING AS AN IMPORTANT ENTERPRISE, AND BY THE EARLY 1700’S SUGAR AND TOBACCO HAD
BECOME VERY IMPORTANT EXPORT COMMODITIES. AS THE EXHAUSTION OF THE COUNTRY’S MINERAL AND METAL
RESOURCES CONTINUED THE SPANISH CROWN RE-ORIENTATED ITS ECONOMIC POLICY TO FURTHER STIMULATE

AGRICULTURE WITH THE RESULT THAT THE EXPORT OF TOBACCO BECAME SO IMPORTANT TO THE COLONISTS, AND ITS
VALUE AS A COMMODITY SO GREAT, THAT IT BECAME A FORM OF LEGAL CURRENCY.

 


