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AUSTRIAN CARVED IVORY STATUE OF THE MARTYRED BOHEMIAN SAINT JOHN NEPOMUK

AN AUSTRIAN CARVED IVORY STATUE OF THE MARTYRED BOHEMAN SAINT JOHN NEPOMUK DRESSED IN THE CASSOCK
LACE EDGED STOLE AND ERMINE FUR MANTLE OF AN AUGUSTINIAN CANON STANDING ON ABAROQUE BASE DECORATED
WITH ASACRED HEART
1STHALF 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21.5CMHIGH, 10CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP - 82 INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 172 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

JOHN NEPOMUK WAS CANONISED IN 1729, BUT WAS DEPICTED IN PAINTINGS AND SCULPTURES BEFORE HE WAS
OFFICIALLY MADE ASAINT. THE MOST FAMOUS DEPICTION OF HIMIS ABRONZE ERECTED IN 1683 ON THE CHARLES
BRIDGE IN PRAGUE AFTER AMODEL BY MATTHIAS RAUCHMLLER (1645 - 1686) WHICH HAS SERVED AS APROTOTYPE FOR
OTHER SCULPTED REPRESENTATIONS OF THE SAINT AND IS VERY SIMLAR IN POSE TO THIS IVORY.

NEPOMUK (1345 - 1393 AD) IS CONSIDERED THE FIRST MARTYR OF THE SEAL OF THE CONFESSIONAL. AS CONFESSOR TO
THE QUEEN OF BOHEMIA HE WAS DROVWNED AT THE BEHEST OF WENCESLAUS, KING OF THE ROMANS, IN THE VLTAVA
RIVER AS HE REFUSED TO DIMULGE THE SECRETS OF THE CONFESSIONAL. DUE TO THE MANNER OF HIS DEATH, HE IS
ALSO CONSIDERED APROTECTOR FROMFLOODS AND DROWNING. HIS BAROQUE TOMB MONUMENT CAST IN GILDED
SILVER STANDS IN ST VITUS CATHEDRAL IN PRAGUE.



