Finch & C°

ANCIENT CELTIC RED SANDSTONE VOTIVE HEAD

AN ANCIENT CELTIC RED SANDSTONE VOTIVE HEAD OF AMAN WITH TYPICAL LARGE OVAL EYES, FULL HAIR AND LONG
BEARD AHOLLOW TO THE TOP FOR LIBATIONS
1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE: 45 5CMHIGH, 15CMWIDE, 16CMDEEP - 18 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 6% INS DEEP / 54CMHIGH - 21%4 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

IT IS FROMROMAN BRITAIN, UNDER THE INFLUENCES OF ROMAN PROVINCIAL ART THAT THE MAJORITY OF BRITISH
CELTIC CULT HEADS STEM. HEADS CONSTITUTE THE MOST PROLIFIC OF ROMANO-CELTIC CULT OBJECTS, AND THE
DISTRIBUTION OF THE HEADS FOUND IS REVEALING AS THEY ARE NEARLY ALWAYS FROM THE NORTH OF ENGLAND,

OFTEN IN THE REGIONS NEAR HADRIAN'S WALL. IN AN AREATHAT WAS SO TURBULENT AND OPEN TO ATTACK T IS NOT
SURPRISING THAT THE CULT OF HUMAN HEAD BECAVE SO PROMINENT.
TO THE CONQUERING ROMANS THEY WERE ‘BARBARIANS’ BUT THE CELTS BELIEVED THAT BY POSSESSING SOMEONE'S
HEAD, THE SEAT OF THE SOUL, YOU CONTROLLED THAT PERSON AND HIS SPIRIT, AND THAT IT WOULD GIVE PROTECTION
TO YOU, THE FAMLY, AND THE COMMUNITY AS AWHOLE. LIVY WRITING IN THE 3RD CENTURY BC DESCRIBES THE CELTIC
AVBUSH AND KILLING OF AROMAN CONSUL-ELECT, LUCIUS POSTUMUS, “THEY STRIPPED HIS BODY, CUT OFF THE HEAD,
AND CARRIED THEIR SPOILS IN TRIUMPH TO THE MOST HALLOWED OF THEIR TEMPLES. THERE THEY CLEANED OUT THE
HEAD AS IS THEIR CUSTOM, AND GILDED THE SKULL, WHICH THEREAFTER SERVED THEMAS AHOLY VESSEL TO POUR
LIBATIONS FROMAND AS ADRINKING CUP FOR THE PRIEST AND TEMPLE ATTENDANTS'.



