
RARE ENGLISH KNIFE THE IVORY HANDLE CARVED WITH LOZENGES CONTAINING GREEN AND RED AMBER INSETS
A RARE ENGLISH KNIFE THE IVORY HANDLE CARVED WITH LOZENGES CONTAINING GREEN AND RED AMBER INSETS 
THE TIP INSET WITH A RED AMBER MEDALLION ENGRAVED WITH THE INITIALS ‘EW’ THE IRON NEAR-PARALLEL BLADE

WITH A CUTLERS MARK
CIRCA 1620

SIZE: 20CM LONG - 8 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE HANDLES OF EATING KNIVES BECAME MUCH MORE ELEGANT AND DECORATIVE IN THE 17TH CENTURY AND
CHANGES TO THE SHAPE OF THE BLADE OCCURRED WHEN EATING HABITS DICTATED IT WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY

TO SPIKE FOOD WITH A KNIFE, SO THE BLADE BECAME SHORTER WITH THE SHARP POINT REMOVED.
AS DINING CEREMONY AND CUISINE CHANGED SO DID THE NATURE, PROVISION AND USE OF CUTLERY WHETHER IT WAS

FOR THE DISPLAY OF LARGESSE AND POWER, THE CEMENTING OF POLITICAL OR BUSINESS AFFINITIES OR THE
ENJOYMENT OF THE COMPANY AND CONVERSATION OF FRIENDS. DURING THE 16TH CENTURY CUTLERY WAS USED AT
TABLE FOR SERVING FOOD RATHER THAN FOR EATING IT. HOWEVER, DURING THE NEXT CENTURY THIS BEGAN TO BE

SUPERSEDED ONCE THE USE OF FORKS BECAME THE FASHION.

 


