
ENGLISH GEORGIAN IVORY AND TORTOISESHELL MONOCULAR
AN ENGLISH GEORGIAN IVORY AND TORTOISESHELL MONOCULAR CONTAINED IN ORIGINAL FISH SKIN CASE BELONGING

TO THE ARTIST BENJAMIN WEST ‘P.R.A’
INSCRIBED TO THE INTERIOR OF THE LID: ‘QUEEN TOÂ€¦ B. WEST’ 

CIRCA 1780 - 1790
SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 3CM DIA. - 1¾ INS HIGH, 1 INS DIA. / 5CM HIGH - 2 INS HIGH (CASE)

 
LITERATURE

BENJAMIN WEST (1738 - 1820) WAS THE FIRST ARTIST BORN IN AMERICA TO ACHIEVE INTERNATIONAL STATURE. FROM
RURAL ORIGINS IN THE BRITISH COLONY OF PENNSYLVANIA HE ROSE TO BECOME KNOWN AS THE ‘AMERICAN RAPHAEL’

AND TO SUCCEED SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS AS PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY IN 1792.
BETWEEN 1768 AND 1801 WEST PAINTED OVER SIXTY PICTURES FOR GEORGE III, IDENTIFYING HIMSELF IN THE

CATALOGUES OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITIONS AS ‘HISTORICAL PAINTER TO THE KING’ A POSITION FOR WHICH
FROM 1780 HE RECEIVED AN ANNUAL STIPEND OF £1000. DURING THIS PERIOD HE EFFECTIVELY MONOPOLISED ALL

ROYAL PATRONAGE AND OFTEN SUCCEEDED IN OBTAINING A LARGE SHARE OF WHATEVER NON-ROYAL COMMISSIONS
THERE WERE TO BE HAD LEAVING VERY FEW CRUMBS FOR POTENTIAL RIVALS IN THE FIELD.

IN 1779 HE PAINTED A PORTRAIT OF QUEEN CHARLOTTE FOR THE KING ENTITLED ‘A WHOLE LENGTH PORTRAIT OF HER
MAJESTY WITH ALL THE ROYAL CHILDREN IN THE BACKGROUND. EXHIBITED R.A. 1780’ QUEEN CHARLOTTE STANDS WITH

WINDSOR CASTLE AND THE QUEEN’S LODGE BEHIND WITH THIRTEEN OF THE ROYAL CHILDREN ARRAYED IN THE
MIDDLE DISTANCE. FROM 1780 TO 1782 HE PAINTED ANOTHER VERSION WITH MODIFICATIONS SHOWING THE

COMPOSITION IN REVERSE, AND WITH FOURTEEN CHILDREN AS THE ADDITIONAL PRINCE ALFRED HAD BEEN BORN IN
SEPTEMBER 1780 AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE FIRST PORTRAIT. BOTH OF THESE PAINTINGS ARE IN HER MAJESTY

THE QUEEN'S COLLECTION.

 


