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OLD BERING SEA PREHISTORIC ESKIMO OKVIK CARVED WALRUS IVORY FEMALE AGURE OF ABSTRACT FORM

AN OLD BERING SEAPREHISTORIC ESKIMO OKVIK CARVED WALRUS IVORY FEMALE FIGURE OF ABSTRACT FORM
THE HEAD HAS BEEN DELIBERATELY DETACHED AND LATER RE-ATTACHED WHEN FOUND
OLD WORN SMOOTH SILKY DARK BROWN TO CREAMY PATINA
SAID TO BE FROMST LAWRENCE ISLAND
200 BC-100 AD
SIZE: 17.5CMHIGH, 4. 5CMWIDE, 2.5 INS DEEP - 7 INS HIGH, 1% INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE ALASKAN CULTURES CENTRED ON ST LAWRENCE ISLAND AND ALONG THE ADJACENT COASTS SURROUNDING THE
BERING STRAT, ARE KNOVWN AS OLD BERING SEA THE ‘OKVIK OLD BERING SEAT IS THE EARLIEST KNOWN PERIOD
DATING TO APPROXIMATELY 200 BC TO 100 AD. THE PREHISTORIC ESKIMOS, LIKE THOSE OF THE LATER PERIODS, WERE
SEASONAL HUNTERS. THEY SPENT THE SUMVER IN SKIN TENTS PURSUING THE CARIBOU ON LAND AND THE FISH IN THE
RIVERS, AND IN WINTER RETURNED TO THE COAST TO HUNT ON THE ICE FOR WALRUS, SEAL, NARWHAL AND SOVETIMES
POLAR BEARS.

OF ALL THE ANIMALS WHICH EXISTED IN THE ARCTIC, BOTH IN PREHISTORIC AND MODERN TIMES, NONE HAS BEEN MORE
IMPORTANT TO HUMAN SURMIVAL THAN THE WALRUS. IT PROVIDED ESSENTIAL FOOD, ITS BLUBBER WAS RENDERED INTO
OIL FOR HEATING AND LIGHT AND FOR COOKING. ITS SKIN WAS USED FOR CLOTHING AND FOR CONSTRUCTING BOATS.
ITS INTESTINES AND SINEWS WERE WORKED INTO CORDS AND LINES, AND ITS IVORY TUSKS AND BONES WERE USED
FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF AWIDE VARIETY OF TOOLS, AND IMPORTANTLY FOR THE MAKING OF OBJECTS OF ART SUCH
AS THIS.

DURING EXCAVATIONS ON ST LAWRENCE ISLAND THE TORSOS OF THESE HUMAN FIGURES, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE,
HAVE BEEN FOUND IN SEPARATE LOCATIONS FROM THE MATCHING HEADS. IT HAS THEREFORE BEEN SUGGESTED THAT

THE BREAKING OFF OF THE HEAD FROMMANY OF THE FIGURINES THAT HAVE BEEN FOUND WAS A DELIBERATE RITUAL,



AND CEREMONIAL ACT.



