
CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN DESERT ABORIGINAL MEDICINE MAN’S RITUAL ‘POINTING BONE’
A RARE CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN DESERT ABORIGINAL MEDICINE MAN’S RITUAL ‘POINTING BONE’ THE END ENROBED IN A

BALL OF RESIN WITH AN ATTACHED CORD OF BRAIDED HUMAN HAIR SURMOUNTED WITH A PLUME OF FEATHERS 
PROBABLY FROM THE ‘PITJANTJATJARA’ PEOPLE

AN OLD LABEL ATTACHED TO THE BONE READING: ‘MANUTARKA ABORIGINAL WITCH DOCTOR’S POINTING BONE.
AUSTRALIA’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 44CM LONG (MAX) - 17¼ INS LONG (MAX) BONE: 21CM LONG - 8¼ INS LONG / 23.5CM HIGH - 9¼ INS HIGH (ON BASE)

 
LITERATURE

ABORIGINAL MEDICINE MEN CAN BE DIVIDED INTO TWO CATEGORIES, THE SORCERERS AND THE HEALERS. EVERY
AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL HAS RECOURSE TO WHAT IS KNOWN AS SORCERY BY WHICH HE CAN HARM AN ENEMY, THE

MEDICINE MEN KNOWN AS ‘KUNGARA’, THE HEALERS, ARE THE ONLY INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN COUNTER THOSE
INFLUENCES. THE MEDICINE MAN IS THE MOST POWERFUL PERSON IN THE COMMUNITY AND IS RITUALLY SANCTIONED
AFTER UNDERGOING SPECIAL INITIATION INTO THEIR MAGICAL CRAFT. THE ABORIGINES TRIBAL NAME FOR THEM MEANS

INTELLIGENT, POWERFUL AND CLEVER MEN.
BONE POINTING, A SYMBOLIC OR MAGICAL WAY OF SPEARING A VICTIM, IS THE MOST POWERFUL, DIRECT AND BEST

KNOWN METHOD OF PROJECTILE MAGIC EMPLOYED BY THE ABORIGINES. THE INSTRUMENT IS MADE OF THE ARM BONE
OF A DEAD MAN OR THE FIBULA OF A WALLABY, KANGAROO OR EMU, USUALLY FROM 3 TO 8 INCHES IN LENGTH THE GUM
ENCASING THE BUTT END SECURES A LENGTH OF HUMAN HAIR TO THE BONE. THE SORCERER TURNS HIS BACK TO HIS

VICTIM, STOOPS DOWN AND JERKS THE POINTER AT HIM SEVERAL TIMES WHILE HE MUTTERS INCANTATIONS. THE
SORCERER, IN USING THE ‘DEATH POINTER’ PRODUCES AN INSTANTANEOUS PSYCHIC SHOCK, AND CAPTURES THE

LIFE-ESSENCE OF THE SOUL OR SPIRIT OF THE VICTIM. BY A MAGICAL AND SECRET RITE HE CAN PROVOKE THE DEATH OF
A PERSON FROM A DISTANCE BY PROJECTING INVISIBLE SUBSTANCES ALONG THE STRING AND POINTER INTO HIS



VICTIM’S BODY.

 


