Finch & C°

ENGLISH SILVER AND IVORY TRAVELLING KNIFE AND FORK

ARARE ENGLISH SILVER AND IVORY TRAVELING KNIFE AND FORK WITH ORIGINAL FISH SKIN CASE THE FLUTED IVORY
HANDLES DECORATED WITH SILVER TENDRILS OF SCROLLING VINES THE FORK WITH THREE SILVER TINES THE STEEL
KNIFE BLADE WITH CUTLERS MARK
LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: CASE: 18CMLONG- 7 INS LONG

LITERATURE

MANY CRAFTS WERE INVOLVED IN THE MAKING OF AQUALITY KNIFE AND ALTHOUGH A CUTLER WAS REQUIRED BY HIS
GUILD TO MAKE ACOMPLETE KNIFE, IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE CARVED IVORY, SILVER, BRONZE OR AGATE HANDLES
WERE PROVIDED BY SPECIALIST CRAFTSMEN, AND MAY EVEN HAVE BEEN IMPORTED FROMABROAD. ORNATELY
DECORATED KNIVES WERE POPULAR AMONGST THE WEALTHY OF LONDON AND AT COURT, AND WERE ACCEPTED AS A
FASHIONABLE PART OF DRESS.

EARLY 17TH CENTURY TRAVELLERS BROUGHT BACK REPORTS FROMITALY OF THE USAGE OF FORKS, NOT AS IS OFTEN
THOUGHT TO TRANSFER FOOD TO THE MOUTH, BUT RATHER TO PREVENT CONTAMINATION BY HOLDING THE MEAT IN
PLACE WHEN CUTTING ON THE PLATE. AFTER MUCH RESISTANCE, THE FORK AS AN IMPLEMENT AT TABLE WAS
EVENTUALLY ACCEPTED IN BRITAIN, ALTHOUGH NOT UNTIL AROUND 1670.



