
MICRONESIA CAROLINE ISLANDS PALAU TORTOISESHELL WOMENS VALUABLE ‘TOLUK’
A MICRONESIA CAROLINE ISLANDS PALAU TORTOISESHELL WOMENS VALUABLE ‘TOLUK’ A RITUAL CURRENCY DISH

AN OLD LABEL INSIDE THE DISH INSCRIBED ‘TORTOISESHELL DISH TELLUS ISLAND MANILA 29 DEC / 89’ AND A LABEL TO
THE REVERSE ‘BEASLEY COLLECTION PELEW 4017 2-3-36’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 21CM WIDE, 11CM DEEP - 1¼ INS HIGH, 8¼ INS WIDE, 4¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

PALAU IS PART OF AN ARCHIPELAGO OF OVER 200 ISLANDS, ONLY 8 OF WHICH ARE INHABITED. THE WOMEN OF THESE
ISLANDS REGARD THESE DISHES AS THEIR EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY AND THEY WERE USED TOGETHER WITH TURTLE

SHELL SPOONS ON CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS AS A FORM OF CURRENCY IN RITUAL EXCHANGE. GEORGE KEATE
OBSERVED ON PALAU IN THE 18TH CENTURY THAT ‘ON OCCASIONS OF PARTICULAR CEREMONY, WHEN AT HOME, THE

GREAT PEOPLE HAVE SMALL PLATES OR DISHES OF TORTOISESHELL’. (1788. 22)
KEATE’S BOOK ‘AN ACCOUNT OF THE PELEW ISLANDS’ RECOUNTING THE DISCOVERY OF THE PALAU ISLANDS AND THE
LIFE OF PRINCE LEE BOO WAS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS ON THE PACIFIC PRODUCED IN THE 18TH CENTURY,

AND BETWEEN 1789 AND 1850 IT HAD BEEN TRANSLATED INTO OVER 20 LANGUAGES.... THE SHIP ‘ANTELOPE’ A CHINA
TRADE VESSEL WAS SHIPWRECKED ON THE ISLAND OF OROOLONG IN WESTERN PALAU IN 1783 ON A VOYAGE TO CHINA
FOR THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, ITS SURVIVORS INCLUDING CAPTAIN HENRY WILSON SPENT THREE MONTHS ON PALAU.

WHEN THEY WERE FINALLY RESCUED, THE RULER KING IBEDUL PERMITTED CAPTAIN WILSON TO TAKE HIS SECOND SON
PRINCE LEE BOO BACK TO BRITAIN TO ACQUIRE MORE KNOWLEDGE OF EUROPE. HE ARRIVED IN PORTSMOUTH ABOUT A

DECADE AFTER THE TAHITIAN OMAI HAD DONE AND WAS QUICKLY NAMED ‘THE BLACK PRINCE’ BY LONDON SOCIETY,
WHO WERE CHARMED BY HIS POISE AND INTELLIGENCE. THE WILSON FAMILY TOOK HIM INTO THEIR LONDON HOUSE
WHERE HE ATTENDED CHURCH CEREMONIES, DINNER PARTIES AND A EUROPEAN SCHOOL FOR SEVERAL MONTHS.

TRAGICALLY HE CONTRACTED AND DIED OF SMALLPOX IN MAY 1784, SIX MONTHS AFTER HIS ARRIVAL IN LONDON. HE WAS
NO MORE THAN 20 YEARS OF AGE.

 


