
ITALIAN RENAISSANCE DEVOTIONAL BRONZE OF ‘CHRISTO MORTO’
A FINE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE DEVOTIONAL BRONZE OF ‘CHRISTO MORTO’ AFTER A MODEL BY GIAMBOLOGNA (FLEMISH

ACTIVE ITALY 1529 - 1608) 
PROBABLY CAST BY THE WORKSHOP OF ANTONIO SUSINI (ACTIVE 1577 - 1624)

EXTENSIVE TRACES OF GILDING 
WELL FIGURED HEAVY BRONZE CAST WITH RED BROWN PATINA

LATE 16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 36.5CM HIGH, 34.5CM WIDE - 14¼ INS HIGH - 13½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

AS COURT SCULPTOR TO THE MEDICI GRAND DUKES, GIAMBOLOGNA MODELLED MANY VERSIONS OF THE CRUCIFIED
CHRIST AND IT BECAME THE RELIGIOUS SUBJECT MOST CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH HIS EUROPEAN FAME. A POPULAR

IMAGE WITH THE COUNTER REFORMATION, HIS CRUCIFIXES WERE HIGHLY ESTEEMED AS EXPRESSIONS OF THE
CATHOLIC FAITH. SHORTLY AFTER 1577 SUSINI WAS DOCUMENTED AS A CASTER AND IN 1581 HE WAS FIRST MENTIONED

IN RELATION TO GIAMBOLOGNA. HE WAS WORKING FOR HIM AS A ‘FORMATORE’ OR MOULD MAKER ON A PROJECT
FINANCED BY JACOPO SALVIATI’S COUSINS, THE SALVIATI CHAPEL OF ST ANTONINUS IN SAN MARCO. IT WAS PROBABLY

SALVIATI WHO INTRODUCED SUSINI TO GIAMBOLOGNA AS IN 1580 HE WAS DESCRIBED AS ONE OF THE FLEMISH
SCULPTORS GREATEST FRIENDS.

SUSINI BECAME ONE OF GIAMBOLOGNA’S CLOSEST COLLABORATORS AND WAS THE SPECIALIST IN BRONZE
STATUETTES. IN 1600 SUSINI FOUNDED HIS OWN WORKSHOP, BUT CONTINUED TO ALSO MAKE CASTS FROM

GIAMBOLOGNA’S MODELS. DUE TO HIS TECHNICAL SKILL THE WORKSHOP BECAME FAMOUS FOR THE PRODUCTION OF
HIGH QUALITY CASTS OF HIS MASTER’S WORKS.

 


