
SPANISH COLONIAL MEXICO TORTOISESHELL DOMED CASKET
A SPANISH COLONIAL MEXICO TORTOISESHELL DOMED CASKET INLAID WITH SILVER AND BRASS ROSETTES THE LID
SGRAFFITO ETCHED WITH FLORAL URNS THE SIDE PANELS WITH A DOG AND BIRD THE BACK WITH A PAIR OF TREES

BIRDS AND AN INSCRIPTION: ‘SE HIZO EN LA MUI NOBLE Y LEAL CIUDAD DE GUADALAXARA NUEVO REYNO DELA GALICIA’
THIS TRANSLATES AS: ‘MADE IN THE VERY NOBLE AND LOYAL CITY OF GUADALAJARA THE NEW KINGDOM OF GALICIA’

SILVER HINGES AND LOCK THE LID ATTACHED WITH SILVER CHAINS THE INTERIOR LINED WITH BLUE PAPER 
EARLY 17TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 9.5CM HIGH, 17CM WIDE, 7CM DEEP - 3¾ INS HIGH, 6¾ INS WIDE, 2¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

TORIBIO DE BENAVENTE, KNOWN AS MOTOLINÍA ARRIVED IN MEXICO IN 1523 WITH THE FIRST FRANCISCANS AND QUICKLY
BECAME ONE OF THE GREATEST ADVOCATES FOR THE INDIGENOUS POPULATION OF MEXICO. IN HIS ‘HISTORY OF THE
INDIANS OF NEW SPAIN’ HE WRITES ELOQUENTLY OF THE INGENUITY OF THE NATIVE CRAFTSMEN ‘IN THE MECHANICAL

ARTS THE INDIANS HAVE MADE GREAT PROGRESS BOTH ON THOSE WHICH THEY CULTIVATED PERVIOUSLY AND IN
THOSE WHICH THEY LEARNED FROM THE SPANIARDS’ LATER HE ADDED ‘THEY NEVER MAKE ANYTHING WITHOUT

CHANGING THE STYLE, SEEKING TO CREATE NEW MODELS’. FROM THE 16TH TO THE 18TH CENTURIES THE EUROPEAN,
ASIAN AND AFRICAN ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN OF COLONIAL LATIN AMERICA, WORKING ALONGSIDE THE INDIGENOUS

PEOPLE, CREATED SOME OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY DECORATIVE ARTS DRAWING FREELY UPON THE RICH ARTISTIC
TRADITIONS AND TECHNIQUES OF THEIR HOMELANDS. 

THE APPLICATION OF TORTOISESHELL WITH THE USE OF SGRAFFITO WAS A COMMON TECHNIQUE IN THE SPANISH
COLONIES OF THE NEW WORLD FOR LUXURY ITEMS SUCH AS BOXES, SEWING CABINETS AND MIRRORS. 

GUADALAJARA IS A CITY IN WESTERN MEXICO, CAPITAL OF THE STATE OF JALISCO AND IS FAMOUS FOR ITS HISTORIC
COLONIAL CENTRE AND CATHEDRAL WITH TWIN GOLDEN SPIRES.

 


