
FIVE ANCIENT BRITISH BRONZE AGE AXE HEADS
A COLLECTION OF FIVE ANCIENT BRITISH BRONZE AGE AXE HEADS ILLUSTRATING THEIR DEVELOPMENT

A. EARLY BRONZE AGE FLAT AXE HEAD
B. EARLY BRONZE AGE DOUBLE SOCKETED FLANGED AXE WITH LOOP, LABEL READING: ‘UNUSUAL TYPE TRACES OF

LIMESTONE FROM A CAVE DORSET TRACES OF SILVER STONE FLAKES PROB. BURIAL GOODS’ 1800 BC
C. RARE MIDDLE BRONZE AGE HEAVY PALSTAVE TYPE AXE HEAD WITH HIGH COPPER CONTENT CIRCA 1000 BC

D. LATE BRONZE AGE ROUND SOCKETED AXE HEAD WITH LABEL ‘ROUND SOCKETED LATE BRONZE AGE AXE WITH LOOP
CIRCA 700 BC FOUND ON THE OLD FORD BRENTFORD 1970 RARE TYPE’ CIRCA 700 - 600 BC

E. LATE BRONZE AGE OVAL SOCKETED AXE CIRCA 650 BC
SIZES: MIN: 8CM LONG - 3 INS LONG / MAX: 15.5CM LONG - 6 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

MUCH OF WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT BRONZE AGE METALLURGY COMES FROM THE FINDS OF BRONZE HOARDS, USUALLY
OF TOOLS SUCH AS AXE HEADS, BUT SOMETIMES OF WEAPONS, WHICH WERE LEFT BURIED IN THE GROUND

PRESUMABLY FOR LATER RECOVERY. BRONZE AXE HEADS AND SWORDS WERE ALSO BURIED WITH THE DEAD, AND
IMPORTANTLY ACTED AS VOTIVE OFFERINGS TO THE GODS, WHOSE WORLD PROBABLY MIRRORED THAT OF THE LIVING.
SUCCESS WAS MEASURED BY BRONZE AGE SOCIETY IN THE QUANTITIES OF DESIRABLE MATERIALS AND OF OBJECTS

AVAILABLE FOR THEIR DISPOSAL. BRONZE ACTED AS A MATERIAL OF PRIME VALUE, A ‘PROTO CURRENCY’, NOT IN
STANDARDISED UNITS, BUT SOMEWHAT LIKE THE ‘FAMILY SILVER’ WHICH CAN BE USED FOR ELEGANT DISPLAY AND ALSO

EXCHANGED FOR EVERYDAY NECESSITIES WHEN TIMES ARE HARD.

 


