
RARE AND UNUSUAL SET OF FIVE ENGLISH ‘MEMENTO MORI’ SKULL AND CROSSBONES DECORATED BUTTONS
A RARE AND UNUSUAL SET OF FIVE ENGLISH ‘MEMENTO MORI’ SKULL AND CROSSBONES DECORATED BUTTONS OF

DARK BLUE AND WHITE GLASS 
EACH MOUNTED IN SILVER WITH A COPPER FIXING CONTAINED IN A SMALL STRAW WORK BOX

18TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX: 1.2CM DIA. - ½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

BUTTONS ARE HISTORICAL FRAGMENTS OF THEIR TIMES AND PLACE, TO COLLECTORS THEY ARE IRRESISTIBLE SMALL
RELICS. ALTHOUGH CONSIDERED BY MOST AS FUNCTIONAL TRIFLES THEY SHOULD BE SEEN AS MINIATURE WORKS OF

ART, ELEGANT CREATIONS IN PRECIOUS MATERIALS INCLUDING IVORY, PORCELAIN, SILK, GLASS, TORTOISESHELL,
DIAMONDS, SILVER AND GOLD. THROUGHOUT THE 18TH CENTURY BUTTONS WERE LUXURY ITEMS AFFORDED ONLY BY
THOSE WHOSE CLOTHES REQUIRED EXPENSIVE EMBELLISHMENT. THEY WERE MADE IN SETS OF FIVE TO THIRTY FIVE,

WITH EVEN LARGER SETS CUSTOM MADE FOR THE NOBILITY AND GARMENTS FOR GREAT OCCASIONS. THE 18TH
CENTURY WAS THEIR UNDISPUTED PERIOD OF MAGNIFICENCE AND THE VARIETY ON OFFER INCREASED AS EUROPEAN
FASHION COPIED THE FRENCH WHOSE PRE-REVOLUTIONARY TASTE FOR CONSPICUOUS LUXURY OVER-EMBELLISHED
EVERYTHING. WORN MAINLY BY MEN RATHER THAN WOMEN, RIVALRY IN THE NUMBER AND RARITY OF THE BUTTONS ON

SHOW WAS PART OF COURTLY FASHION. THE COMTE D’ARTOIS WORE A SET OF DIAMOND BUTTONS EACH OF WHICH
ENCASED A MINIATURE WATCH. THESE RARE GLASS EXAMPLES DECORATED WITH A ‘VANITAS’ WERE PERHAPS WORN BY
A WEALTHY BUCCANEER OR EVEN A SUCCESSFUL GEORGIAN UNDERTAKER; WHATEVER THEIR STORY MAY BE THEY ARE

A FASCINATING RELIC OF TIME.

 


