
RUSSIAN ARCHANGEL CARVED WHALEBONE BOX
RUSSIAN ARCHANGEL CARVED WHALEBONE BOX DECORATED WITH LATTICE WORK FLORAL DESIGNS AND A SCENE

DEPICTING A COUPLE ON HORSEBACK HUNTING A STAG WITH HOUNDS SHE WITH A SPEAR HE WITH A SHOTGUN 
THE INTERIOR LINED WITH BLUE PAPER ON SPRUCE-WOOD AND COMPARTMENTALISED PROBABLY FOR GAMING

COUNTERS
COMPLETE WITH STEEL KEY

CIRCA 1800 - 1825 
SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 21CM WIDE, 16.5CM DEEP - 2¾ INS HIGH, 8¼ INS WIDE, 6½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

KHOLMOGORY ON THE DVINA RIVER NEAR ARCHANGEL IN NORTH EAST RUSSIA HAD A TRADITION OF MAKING
DECORATIVE OBJECTS IN MARINE IVORY AND WHALEBONE, DECORATED WITH OPENWORK AND INCISED PATTERNS AND
CLASSICAL MOTIFS IN RELIEF. EARLY BYZANTINE TEXTS ALLUDED TO THE PRACTICE OF CARVING IN THIS AREA AS EARLY
AS THE 12TH CENTURY AND BY THE MIDDLE OF THE 17TH CENTURY THE TRADE HAD GROWN TO SUCH PROPORTIONS

THAT TZAR ALEXIS I MIKHAILOVICH INTRODUCED A STATE MONOPOLY. 
INITIALLY THE CARVING WAS PRACTISED BY THE LOCAL INHABITANTS AS A CRAFT WHEN THEY WERE NOT WORKING AT
SEA OR OR ON THE LAND. AS IT DEVELOPED MASTER CRAFTSMEN EMERGED, SOME OF WHOM WERE SUMMONED TO

MOSCOW TO WORK IN THE ARMOURY. THE INDUSTRY REACHED ITS ZENITH IN THE LATE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH
CENTURIES WHEN QUANTITIES OF CARVINGS WERE SHIPPED THROUGH THE PORT OF ARCHANGEL TO CITIES IN THE

SOUTH OF RUSSIA AND SOMETIMES EXPORTED ABROAD.

 


