
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN LIMESTONE HEAD OF A YOUTHFUL MAN
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN LIMESTONE HEAD OF A YOUTHFUL MAN WITH SHORT STYLISED COIFFURE DRAWN BACK BEHIND

HIS EARS 
PERHAPS FROM A SMALL FUNERARY STATUE 

TRACES OF PINK POLYCHROME AND GESSO TO THE SIDES OF THE FACE
MIDDLE KINGDOM 12TH DYNASTY / 1985 - 1795 BC

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP - 3½ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 3¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS TOOK GREAT CARE OF THEIR HAIR AND WERE CONCERNED TO AVOID GREYING AND
BALDNESS. THEIR HAIR WAS USUALLY WASHED AND SCENTED AND WEALTHY INDIVIDUALS EMPLOYED HAIRDRESSERS.

AN 11TH DYNASTY SARCOPHAGUS OF QUEEN KAWIT FROM DEIR-EL-BAHRI (2055 - 2004 BC) NOW IN THE EGYPTIAN
MUSEUM AT CAIRO, SHOWS A HAIRDRESSER AT WORK ON A VERY SIMILAR HAIRSTYLE TO THAT PORTRAYED ON THIS
HEAD. THIS SHORT RIBBED HAIRSTYLE WAS PARTICULARLY POPULAR DURING THE 11TH AND 12TH DYNASTIES FOR

BOTH MEN AND WOMEN.
SMALL FUNERARY STATUES WERE MADE DURING THIS PERIOD SHOWING THE TOMB OWNER IN SEVERAL DIFFERENT

WAYS. THE VARIATIONS WERE INTENDED TO SHOW, AND THEREFORE PERPETUATE ALL ASPECTS OF THE DECEASED, IN
BOTH YOUTH AND IN OLD AGE. THE POSE, HAIRSTYLE AND DRESS DETAILS DEMONSTRATED HIS POSITION IN SOCIETY

AND HIS CAREER, AS WELL AS HIS HOPES FOR THE AFTERLIFE.

 


