Finch & C°

VENETIAN RENAISSANCE BRONZE BUST OF AN ENSLAVED AFRICAN

AN INTERESTING VENETIAN RENAISSANCE BRONZE BUST OF AN ENSLAVED AFRICAN WEARING AN IRON NECK COLLAR
AND CHAINS HIS HAIR TIED BACK WITH ASCARF KNOTTED WITH AN ELABORATE BOW
PROBABLY ACASCABEL TERMINAL FROMASMALL CANNON
FIRST HALF 16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11CMHIGH - 4% INS HIGH / 18CMHIGH - 7 INS HIGH (ON BASE)

LITERATURE

SMALL CANNON, KNOWN AS CULVERIN WERE MADE IN ITALY IN THE EARLY 16 TH CENTURY AND THE BRONZE CASTING OF
THESE DECORATED CANNON REPRESENTED A SIGNIFICANT TECHNOLOGICAL STEP. THEY WERE COMMISSIONED TO BE
MADE WITH ELABORATE AND COSTLY ORNAVENT THAT REQUIRED THE COMBINED SKILLS OF THE GUN-FOUNDER AND
SCULPTOR TO CAST IT. THE 16 TH CENTURY SAW THE RISE OF GUNNERY AS AFORMAL SCIENCE AND AVENETIAN,
VANNOCCIO BIRINGUCCIO ATTEMPTED A CLASSIFICATION OF THE TYPES AND SIZES OF ORDNANCE THEN IN USE.
WRITING IN HIS ‘DE LAPIROTECHNIA OF 1540 HE STATES ‘LIGHTER CANNON ARE ALSO MADE WITH AGREATER FIRING
RANGE, FROMWHICH IRON IS NOT FIRED, BUT STONE. THESE ARE NOT GOOD AGAINST WALLS BUT SERVE ONLY FOR
FIRING AT INFANTRY OR CAVALRY AND AT WARSHIPS'.

VENETIAN MERCHANTS SUPPLIED ITALY WITH SLAVES AS EARLY AS THE 8TH CENTURY, AND ALTHOUGH THE CHURCH
DID NOTHING TO ABOLISH THIS FLOURISHING TRADE, THE VENETIAN STATE DID PASS LAWS TO ENSURE THAT THEY
WERE WELL TREATED. BY THE 17TH CENTURY THE DEMAND FOR SLAVES IN THE NEWWORLD, AND THE SUBSEQUENT
HORRIFIC ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE, HAD CAUSED ADECLINE IN DOVMESTIC ITALIAN SLAVERY. THE GROWING SCARCITY OF
SLAVES AND THE CONSEQUENT RISE IN PRICES MADE IT EASIER TO EMPLOY CHEAP INDENTURED LABOUR THAN TO
PURCHASE SLAVES, ALTHOUGH THE VENETIAN STATE STILL HAD GALLEY SLAVES ENLISTED INTO THEIR NAVY AS
OARSMEN FOR ANOTHER 100 YEARS.



