Finch & C°

RARE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE COURTLY IVORY HANDLE

ARARE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE COURTLY IMORY HANDLE FROMAHUNTING OR CARVING KNIFE DECORATED WITH A
HERALDIC LION AND UNICORN LOCKED IN AN EMBRACE THE UNICORN’'S HORN POINTING INTO THE LION'S TOOTHY
MOUTH THE REVERSE DECORATED WITH THE CROWNED HEAD OF AKING
SMOOTH SILKY CREAMY PATINA
CIRCA 1580/ LATE 16 TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11.5CMHIGH, 4.5CMWIDE, 2.5CMDEEP - 472 INS HIGH, 1% INS WIDE, 1 INS

LITERATURE

AT RENAISSANCE COURT BANQUETS INDIVIDUAL DISHES AND ROAST MEAT IN PARTICULAR WERE CEREMONIALLY
CARVED BEFORE BEING SERVED TO THE GUESTS. THE CARVING AND SERVING CONSTITUTED ACEREMONY CONDUCTED
WITH CONSUMVATE ARTISTRY BEFORE THE GUESTS AT TABLE FOR THEIR ENJOYMENT. THIS TASK WAS VMIEWED AS SO
IMPORTANT THAT IT EMOLVED DURING THE 15TH CENTURY INTO ASPECIAL OFFICE AT COURT, THE ‘CARVERSHIP’ WHICH
WAS HELD BY DESIGNATED OFFICIALS AND CHOSEN MEMBERS OF THE NOBILITY. TREATISE UPON TREATISE WAS
WRITTEN WELL INTO THE 17TH CENTURY DESCRIBING THE SKILLS TO BE DISPLAYED BY HOLDERS OF THE
‘CARVERSHIP’, AND THE RULES OF CONDUCT FOR THOSE INVOLVED IN SERVING. AS THE CARVING AND SERVING
CUTLERY WAS USED IN FRONT OF PERSONS OF HIGH RANK, SUCH PIECES HAD TO LOOK VERY IMPRESSIVE. AS ARESULT
THE HANDLES BECAVE EXCEPTIONALLY FINELY WORKED IN AVARIETY OF EXOTIC VALUABLE MATERIALS SUCH AS IVORY,
AVBER, CORAL, AGATE, SILVER AND GOLD INLAY DESIGNED TO PROVIDE OUTWARD MANIFESTATIONS OF WEALTH AND
STATUS.



