Finch & C°

NORTHERN ROMANO-BRITISH SANDSTONE HEAD OF A YOUTHFUL DEITY

ANORTHERN ROMANO-BRITISH RED SANDSTONE HEAD OF AYOUTHFUL DEITY PERHAPS MERCURY
2ND - 3RD CENTURY AD
SIZE: 21.5CMHIGH, 13CMWIDE, 16CMDEEP - 872 INS HIGH, 574 INS WIDE, 6% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

RELIGION IN ALL ITS MANY ASPECTS WAS SO EMBEDDED IN THE CULTURE OF THE ANCIENT WORLD THAT IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO CONSIDER ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER. IT WAS AN IMPORTANT FACET OF DALY ROMAN LIFE, EVIDENCE
FOR WHICH IS PROVIDED BY THE MANY SCULPTURES OF GODS AND GODDESSES THAT HAVE BEEN FOUND ACROSS
BRITAIN. ACOMBINATION OF ROMAN CLASSICAL SCULPTURE AND CELTIC CONTROL OF LINE IN THE HAIR AND EYES
REVEALS ASTRONG NATIVE CELTIC INFLUENCE, AS IN THIS EXAVPLE.

THE ROMAN LEGIONS BUILT SMALL SHRINES OUTSIDE THEIR FORTS IN BRITAIN AND PLACED ALTARS AND STATUES IN
THEM PRAYERS WERE OFFERED AND LIBATIONS OF HONEY, WINE, MLK OR OIL POURED ON THE ALTAR IN ORDER TO
MAKE CONTACT WITH THE GODS, AND IN THE HOPE OF DIMNE INTERVENTION. HOWEVER, MANY OF THE INDIGENOUS
CELTIC GODS HAD ASTRICTLY LOCAL REFERENCE, WITH SOVE OF THEM GIVING EXPLICIT EXPRESSION TO THE
ASSOCIATION BETWEEN DEITY AND TRIBAL GROUPING, FOR EXAVPLE ‘DEABRIGANTIA THE GODDESS OF THE
BRIGANTES.

CAESAR IGNORED THE EXISTENCE OF APANTHEON OF CELTIC GODS AS WELL AS THAT OF AMULTIPLICITY OF LOCAL
CULT DEITIES PREFERRING TO BELIEVE AS HE NOTED: ‘OF THE GODS THEY WORSHIP MERCURY MOST OF ALL. HE HAS
THE GREATEST NUMBER OF IMAGES; THEY HOLD THAT HE IS THE INVENTOR OF ALL THE ARTS AND AGUIDE ON THE
ROADS AND ON JOURNEYS AND THEY BELIEVE HIMTHE MOST INFLUENTIAL FOR MONEY MAKING AND COMVERCEAE!.” HIS
SUCCINCT DESCRIPTION ILLUSTRATES THE ROMAN VIRTUES OF CLARITY AND PRECISION, WHILST DISMISSING ALL
NATIVE CELTIC MYTHOLOGY WHICH OVERTIME INFLUENCED ALL THE DEITIES OF CLASSICAL ROME.



