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A PAPUA NEW GUINEA TROBRIAND ISLANDS MASSIM TORTOISESHELL RITUAL CURRENCY HOLDER AND LIME SPATULA

OLD DEPOSITS OF LIME ADHERING TO THE LOWER BLADE AND TWO LINES OF ATTACHED ‘SPONDYLUS’ SHELL DISCS TO
THE TOP

AN INVENTORY NO. ‘ 70-1957’ TO THE BLADE
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 24CM LONG, 2.5CM WIDE - 9½ INS LONG, 1 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THESE DELICATELY CRAFTED TORTOISESHELL SPATULA HAD A DUAL FUNCTION. THEY SERVED AS LIME SPATULAS, THE
LOWER TIP OF THE BLADE WAS EMPLOYED TO EXTRACT LIME FROM A GOURD CONTAINER DURING THE CHEWING OF
BETEL NUT, AND THE UPPER PORTION WITH TWO LINES OF SMALL HOLES WITH SENNIT ATTACHED SMALL DISCS OF
BRIGHT PINK AND ORANGE SPONDYLUS SHELL, SERVED AS RITUAL CURRENCY. AS RITUAL OBJECTS USED TO HOLD

AND DISPLAY AN OWNER’S WEALTH, THEY ARE AMONG THE MOST IMPORTANT VALUABLES IN THE REGION’S CEREMONIAL
EXCHANGE NETWORK AND WERE TRADED THROUGHOUT THE REGION. A CONSPICUOUS AND DURABLE FORM OF

WEALTH, THEY WERE USED TO PAY FOR FEASTS, LAND, CANOES AND WERE OFTEN PART OF A BRIDE’S DOWRY. LARGER
AND MORE ELABORATE EXAMPLES WERE SOMETIMES CARRIED BY WOMEN AS DANCE ACCESSORIES.

 


