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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN LINEN MUMMY WRAPPINGS

FIVE SPECIMENS OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN LINEN MUMMY WRAPPINGS SAID TO BE FOUND IN THEBES BY THE ‘GREAT
GIOVANNI BELZONI
CONTAINED IN AMAPLE WOOD FRAVE ALABEL IN INK STATING: ‘CLOTH TAKEN FROMEGYPTIAN MUMMES DISCOVERED IN
THEBES BY G.BELZONI
ALABEL TO THE REVERSE INSCRIBED: ‘OF THESE FIVE SPECIMENS OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MANUFACTURED CLOTH, THE
4 TOTHE LEFT ARE TAKEN FROMAMUMMY EXHIBITED AT BATH — THEY ARE ARRANGED IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY
WERE FOUND WRAPPED THE UNDERMOST BEING THE FINEST. THE 5TH LIGHT COLOURED SPECIMEN WAS TAKEN FROM
AMUMMY EXHIBITED AT THE EGYPTIAN HALL PICCADILLY IN 1823’

ANOTHER LABEL STATES: “THESE FIVE SPECIMENS OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MANUFACTURED CLOTH ARE ARRANGED IN
THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY WERE FOUND WRAPPED AROUND AMUMMY LONG EXHIBITED TO THE BRITISH PUBLIC
/BEGINNING AT THE LEFT THIS BEING THE UNDERMOST COVERING AND THAT AT THE RIGHT THE OUTERMOST
NEW KINGDOMPROBABLY 19TH DYNASTY 1294 TO 1279 BC
SIZE: 16.5CMHIGH, 25CMWIDE - 672 INS HIGH, 9% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

GIOVANNI BATTISTABELZONI (1778 - 1824), ONE OF FOUR SONS BORN TO ABARBER IN PADUA, WAS A6 FOOT 6 INCHES
GIANT CIRCUS IMPRESARIO, HYDROLOGIST AND ONE TIME ITALIAN CAPUCHIN MONK. HIS ADVENTURES AS APIONEER
ARCHAEOLOGIST IN EGYPT'S NILE VALLEY YIELDED SOME OF THE MOST IMPOSING TREASURES IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM,
SUCH AS THE SEVEN TON BUST OF PHARAOH RAVESSES II, AND EARNED HIM THE UNDYING HATRED OF HIS
SUCCESSORS IN AFIELD THAT ONLY MUCH LATER ACQUIRED THE POLISH OF APROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINE.

HE MADE FAMOUS EXCAVATIONS OF KARNAK AND OPENED UP THE SEPULCHRE OF SETI | THAT IS STILL KNOWN AS
‘BELZONI'S TOVB'. HE CLEARED THE GREAT TEMPLE AT ABU SIMBEL OF SAND IN 1817 AND WAS THE FIRST TO
PENETRATE INTO THE SECOND PYRAMD OF GIZA. DURING 1820 AND 1821 HE EXHIBITED FACSIMLES OF THE TOVB OF
SETI 1IN THE EGYPTIAN HALL, PICCADILLY LONDON. THEN HAVING EXHIBITED HIS MODEL IN PARIS IN 1822 HE SET OUT
FOR WEST AFRICAINTENDING TO TRAVEL TO TIMBUKTU. WHEN HE REACHED THE KINGDOMOF BENIN IT IS SAID HE
CONTRACTED DYSENTERY AND DIED, BUT ACCORDING TO THE CELEBRATED EXPLORER AND TRAVELLER SIR RICHARD
BURTON, HE WAS MURDERED AND ROBBED.



