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PAIR OF NATIVE AMERICAN HOPI ‘KACHINA' DANCE ARM BANDS

APAR OF NATIVE AVERICAN HOPI ‘KACHINA DANCE ARMBANDS OF POLYCHROMED BUFFALO HIDE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16CMHIGH, 12CMDIA. - 6% INS HIGH, 4% INS DIA

LITERATURE

BETTER THAN ANY OTHER NORTH AMERICAN TRIBE THE HOPIS HAVE MANAGED TO PRESERVE THEIR CULTURE AND
ADAPT TO THE CHALLENGE OF THE ‘WHITE MAN'. HOPI ART IS ONE OF THE OLDEST SURVIVING ARTISTIC TRADITIONS IN
NORTH AVERICA AND HAS AUNIQUE IMPORTANCE IN CONTEMPORARY AVERICAN ART. VITAL, COLOURFUL AND ROOTED
IN DEEP AND ABIDING RELIGIOUS MEANING, IN ANCIENT MYTHS AND SYMBOLS THAT ACHIEVE ASYNTHESIS OF PAST AND
PRESENT, HOPI ART CONTINUES TO HAVE ASPECIAL CULTURAL RELEVANCE AND POWER. SOME OF THEIR
PETROGLYPHS AND KACHINAFIGURES, ALTHOUGH OVER 2000 YEARS OLD, ARE IMVEDIATELY RECOGNISABLE TO THE
MODERN EYE.

HOPI INDIAN PUEBLO DANCES ARE THE DRAMATISED EXPRESSION OF APRAYER TO THE SPIRITS AND ARE FORMAL,
ELABORATE AND DISCIPLINED. THEY USUALLY TAKE PLACE OUTDOORS AND CONSIST OF PROCESSIONS OF MASKED
DANCERS INSPIRED BY THE ‘KACHINAS' WHO SYMBOLISE THE SPIRITS AND POWER OF NATURE. IN THE HOPIWORLD IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO SEPARATE THE ACTIMTIES OF DAILY LIFE, RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES AND ARTISTIC CREATION.



