
RARE ENGLISH GEORGIAN APOTHECARIES GLASS LEECH JAR
A RARE ENGLISH GEORGIAN APOTHECARIES GLASS LEECH JAR WITH TURNED OVER FOOT AND FOLDED TOP RIM

GOOD UNDAMAGED CONDITION
CIRCA 1780

SIZE: 21CM HIGH, 18.5CM DIA. - 8¼ INS HIGH, 7¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 18TH CENTURY BARBER-SURGEONS PERFORMED MANY OF THE FUNCTIONS OF THE MODERN DOCTOR
INCLUDING BLOOD LETTING, PURGING AND TOOTH DRAWING. THEY WERE IMPORTANT FIGURES IN MEDICINE AND MANY
HUNDREDS OF LEECHES WOULD BE KEPT BY THEM FOR USE IN BLEEDING. BLOOD LETTING WAS A FAVOURITE FORM OF

TREATMENT DURING THE 18TH CENTURY FOR DISEASES THOUGHT TO BE CAUSED BY AN EXCESS OF BODILY FLUID.
DETAILED DIRECTIONS WERE GIVEN REGARDING THE MOST FAVOURABLE DAYS AND HOURS FOR BLOOD LETTING, THE

CORRECT VEINS TO BE TAPPED, THE AMOUNT OF BLOOD TO BE TAKEN AND THE NUMBER OF BLEEDINGS. BLOOD COULD
BE TAKEN BY OPENING A VEIN WITH A LANCET OR MORE USUALLY BY BLOOD SUCKING LEECHES.

JARS FOR STORING LEECHES WERE OFTEN THE PROVINCE OF THE APOTHECARY RATHER THAN THE BARBER-SURGEON
AND ARE FOUND IN GLASS, CREAMWARE SUCH AS LEEDS POTTERY, DELFT AND STONEWARE. THE LEECHES WOULD BE
STORED, BEFORE AND AFTER USE ON A PATIENT, EITHER DRY OR IN WATER. THE TOP OF THE JAR WOULD BE COVERED

BY MUSLIN TO ALLOW THEM TO BREATHE.

 


